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CRITICALREMARKS ON SOME CELEBRATED 
AUTHORS. 


From a GENTLEMAN OF LITERARY EMINENCE LATELY 
DECEASED, TO A YOUNG GENTLEMAN WHO HAD 
REQUESTED HIS ADVICE IN REGARD TO THE PRO- 
PER MoDE OF CONDUCTING HIS STUDIES, 


LETTER Iv. 


Continued from p. 162. 


Sterne,—Shakespeare,—The Englifo Translation of 
the Bible. 
T am not so much surprised at your fondnefs for the 
writings of Sterne, as disappointed at finding your 
praise so vague and indiscriminate. It is time, 
my dear, for you to learn, that in this world the 
good and the bad are so intimately blended together, 
that there is no pofsibility of finding either the one 
or the other pure and unadulterated, No man is se 
VOL. Xiv. ee: 
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perfect but there is something about him that might 
be amended ; and none are so bad but we may find 
something belonging to them that merits applause. 
The great businefs of candid criticism is to separate 
the chaff from the corn, and neither to approve nor 
condemn by the lump. 

Few writers are better calculated for captivating 
youthful minds than Sterne. Throughout his whole 
works there are interspersed many lively sallies of 
wit, many happy strokes of humour. Even the de- 
sultory manner in which he proceeds seems to be so 
natural to him, and is so well suited to the volatility 
of youthful minds, that :t is, to them, rather alluring 
than disgustful ; and the innumerable touches of 
nature so frequently recurring, and so happily ex- 
prefsed, give to his writings‘a charm that is in- 
effably pleasing. Without being able to distinguith 
what are the particular ingredients in this tout ensem- 
ble that please, they admire even his quaintnefses 
and eccentricities. They think too often that the 
charm proceeds from the levity and frivolity of his 
manner, when it in fact arises from the singular 
powers of his mind. To this circumstance we are 
to attribute those countlefs swarms of imitators of 
his manner, and the disgusting insipidity of these 
miserable productions. 

A talent for discriminating human characters, and 
delineating their traits with perfect accuracy, is one 
of the rarest gifts of heaven; and whoever pofsef- 
ses that talent in an eminent degree, will not fail to 
produce performances that will obtain an high degree 
of applause, whatever may be their defects in other 
respects. Shakespeare, who pofsefsed this happy talent 
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in a degree superior to that of any other of the sons 
of men who have yet appeared on the globe, has, not- 
withstanding the innumerable defects that abound in 
his works, obtained a degree of celebrity that nothing 
else couldever have given to him; and which, notwith- 
standing the attacks of snarling critics, will continue 
to encrease as long as the language in which he writes 
fhall be understood. There have been people weak 
enough to believe that if they could imitate Shake- 
speare in the irregularity of his plots, in the disre- 
gard of the much talked of unities, in the antiquated 
turn of his phrases, and in the low buffoonery of 
some of his scenes, they would be entitled to a consi- 
derable fhare of that approbation which has been so 
liberally bestowed upon him. They did not advert 
that it was his superlative genius which made him 
triumph, not in consequence of these defects, but in 
spite of them. 

In like manner Sterne pofsefses in a very eminent, 
though far inferior degree, that rare talent of dis- 
criminating characters, and of delineating them with 
precision by light touches of nature, which e- 
ver and anon occur even in the most trifling scenes. 
It is this which gives to these otherwise trifling 
scenes an interest jwhich nothing else could ever 
have conferred upon them. It is from the certainty 
of meeting with these delicate touches of nature, 
that the man of taste is induced to tolerate that nau- 
seating affectation and puerility which is like to 
turn his stomach at every line: but miserable is the 
delusion, and perverted is the judgement of those 
who think that those pitiful quaintnefses of expref- 
sions, and filthy illusions, which so frequently occur, 





304 on some celebrated authors. April 3%. 
constitute the efsence of that charm which has cap- 
tivated so many of his readers. The fate of his 
imitators has proved the truth of these remarks. 
They have all sunk into deserved oblivion. Hap- 
pily the time is now arrived, when even the sil- 
liest of his admirers,—admirers to be sure who are 
unable to perceive even a glimpse of his true excel- 
lence, see the folly of attempting to imitate him in 
his execrable ribaldry. Sterne is in many respects 
the most detestable writer in the Englifh language. 
In some respects he has no superior but Shakes- 
peare alone. What pity that such fine talents fhould 
have been conjoined with such a vitiated taste, and 
perverted understanding ! It is a parcel of pearls 
kneaded up in a lump of ordure. 

I heartily commend you for the ardent wifh you ex- 
prefs of obtaining a knowledge of that which consti- 
tutes what you call chastenefs of composition in the 
Englith or other languages ; but you must not hope 
to be able to attain a clear perception of that at 
once. This must be the work of time and experi- 
ence ; for those only whose minds have been calmed 
by experience, and an attentive observation of the 
objects around them, and the effects that various 
incidents produce upon the human mind, can 
perceive those deviations from nature and truth, 
which constitute a bad taste in literary compo- 
sitions. In the early stages of life, whatever ap- 
pears to be brilliant, is thought excellent; what- 
ever surprises, whatever seems to be beyond the or- 
dinary course of nature, excites admiration at that pe- 
riod of life; hence extravagance is accounted perfec. 
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tion, and the wildest eccentricities.are deemed beau. 
ties. By degrees the mind becomes sensible of the 
absurdity of such conceits,—in time loaths them, 
and gradually acquires a settled predilection for that 
modest propriety of exprefsion which leads the mind 
directly towards the object the writer had in view, 
without distraction or embarrafsment. It is this 
last kind of writings which aged men’ have dignified 
with the name of chastened compositions, and which 
they admire as models of perfection in literature. 

I cannot recommend a more perfect pattern of this- 
kind to your notice than the common Englith version 
of the Bible. The language is there at all times 
plain, simple, and unaffected; and the construction 
natural and easy, though the tone is grave and dig- 
nified. I know no performance that deserves so high 
a degree of praise, when considered merely as a work 
of literary merit ; and it has happily given a stability 
and perfection to the Englith language it never o- 
therwise could have attained, From the universal 
attention it has ebtained from all ranks of people, 
especially in Scotland, even the vulgar there under- 
stand the meaning of most of the words in the lan- 
guage, so as to be able ta use them with a much 
greater degree of accuracy than people of the same 
rank in any other part of the world. To this circum- 
stance I imagine we are to ascribe the facility that 
people even of ordinary rank in Scotland 4ind in be- 
coming authors ; and did they not undo in some 
measure the lefsons they have thus imperceptibly 
acquired in their youth, by attempting to imitate 
other more faulty models, which the changing whim 
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of fafhion has exalted into celebrity for the time, we 
fhould probably have been able to produce a much 
more respectable list of clafsical writers than we yet 
can boast of. It is impofsible for me to contem- 
plate that performance (I speak here merely of the 
translating of it into Englith, ) without feeling a strong 
emotion of respect and admiration for the persons 
who atchieved it, and viewing it as one of the most 
striking monuments of human industry and genius. 
Open the book where you will, and you find the lan- 
guage every where simple, grave, and natural ; alike 
when the subject requires the plain tone of humble 
narration, or rises into the most exalted heights of 
. poetic euthusiasm. Like every translation indeed, 
from languages of such remote antiquity, obscurities 
do now and then occur, which have been occasioned 
by ‘misunderstanding allusion to circumstances, now 
perhaps for ever lost and unknown; but even on 
these occasions, though the sense may be obscured, 
the language is never debased. On no occasion does 
jt degenerate either into vulgarity and meannefs, or 
into affectation and bombast. As a contrast to this 
performance, and as a striking example of the dif- 
ference between a modest chastened stile of writing, 
and that affectedly ornamented stile which I with 
you to fhun, you need only take up Castalio’s La- 
tin translation of the Bible, and read a few pages 
of it. You will there find a perpetual effort 
to drefs up every phrase in the most ornamented 
manner. It is as if a man, instead of gravely walk- 
ing forward, were forced to move in a kind of mea- 
sured dance. Instead of that sober drefs and stayed 
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manner which is so becoming for an aged person, it 
is as if a matron of three score were ornamented 
with flowers, and inthe gaudy girlith frippery of 
fifteen, hobbling and stammering in aukward imita- 
tion of the childifh levities of youth. Can any 
thing be more ridiculous or absurd! Equally ab- 
surd and ridiculous are those affected modes of wri- 
ting, where the author by departing from nature en- 
deavours to substitute artificial ornament in place of 
chaste propriety of exprefsion. And though fathion 
may for atime render these conceits so familiar to 
the votaries of that capricious goddefs, as to appear 
to them not only not absurd, but even highly beau- 
tiful ; yet in a fhort while when the fathion changes, 
they then appear like the drefses of our grandmo- 
thers, ridiculous and disgusting ; while those compo- 
sitions which deviate not from nature, like the statue 
of Apollo or Antinuous, continue to be admired as 
long as they exist. ) 

On these accounts, and many others on which I 
will not now enlarge, I warmly recommend the fre- 
quent perusal of the sacred volume to your atten- 
tion. I may perhaps take another opportunity of 
developing more fully my ideas on the many other 
benefits you will derive from the study of the Bible, 
which the facility alone with which it can be ob- 
tained makes young men too much disregard. [ 
have often amused myself with endeavouring to 
form an idea of the surprise, the admiration, the ex- 
tacy that would have been excited among literary 
men, had that volume been, by some accident, first 
introduced among them. No power of thoyght can 
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reach, as I fhould imagine, the universal interest it 
must have excited amongst mankind. 

Many persons have exprefsed a with to have a 
new translation‘ of the Bible, for the purpose of mo- 
dernising the language ; but you will easily believe 
I cannot concur in this opinion. Indeed I know of 
no innovation in philological literature I fhould 
more deplore. I have no objection to as many new 
translations as you please, and critical commentaries 
tending to remove ambiguities and correct mistakes ; 
_ these are proper exercises for the man of letters 
and the divine, and may be of much utility for il- 
lustrating the sacred text; but let them continue as 
they have hitherto been, the private exertions of 
free men and nothing more. Let. each of them bear 
that influence their intrinsic merit fhall command, 
unaided by authority. If we may judge from the 
specimens we have already seen of these, we may 
well say of our old translation, that take it for alt 
and all we never foall see its like again. In regard to 
our language in particular, it serves like ballast in 
a vefsel, to keep it firm and steady in the midst of 
those storms which so frequently afsail it, and 
which, without this aid, would long ere now have 
been torn in pieces *, j 


* In publifhing this just eulogium on the /anguage of the Bible, the 
Editor withes the ingenious writer had taken more pains to guard 
against misapprehension of his real meaning. It is pretty obvious he 
means to recommend the natural construction of the language and 
the plain sense in which the words are so carefully employed as ob- 
jects of imitation, without confounding these with the eastern maxner, 
borrowed from the original writers, in which the narrative is conduc-~ 
ted; such.as, ‘ And it came to pafs,” and soon; to imitate which 
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In my last I had occasion to bestow a just tribute 
of praise on the clafsical remains of antiquity. 
There is no reason to believe that the writers of an~ 
tiquity, however, were lefs capricious in their taste 
than those of modern_times; and we may therefore 
suppose that many works were then penned which 
abounded with affectation and unnatural conceits, 
just as at present. But when the fafhion of the day 
changed, these writings would of course become an~ 
tiquated and despised ; no one would take the 
trouble to transcribe them; and as few copies of 
them would be made, these would decay and be fi- 
nally lost. It is those writings alone which pofsef. 
sed a more than an ordinary fhare of merit, particu- 
larly with respect to simplicity and unaffected orna- 
ments, that have been preserved; and to this cir- 
cumstance alone I am convinced we must ascribe 
that superior elegance which the remains of antiqui- 
ty confefsedly pofsefs above the mafs of modern 
compositions. ‘The same circumstance will tend. to 
preserve the chaste writings of modern times to a 
remote antiquity ; for purity of language, and natu- 
ral.ease of manner have a much greater chance of in- 
suring this kind of immortality, than the greatest 
profundity of thought, or talent for accurate obser- 
manner of writing would produce an affectation very disgusting, and 
directly the reverse of what he so strongly recommends. It cannot be 
supposed neither that he means to recommend the now antiquated 
phrase, “* which was,” as applied to animated beings. The writer has 
evidently thought his pupil was here in no danger of mistaking him ; 


but when a critique of this sort is publifhed to the world at large, 
there cannot be too much care taken to guard against mistakes. 


VOL. xiv, RR 
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vation. Just thoughts, where the mode of exprefsi- 
on is faulty, may be moulded into a more elegant 
form by succeeding writers ; and then the original 
authors who suggested these will fall into oblivion. 
Hence then, my dear —_——. if you fhall ever have 
an ambition to become an author, and to have your 
name revered in future times, study to acquire that 
simplicity of stile which alone can continue long to 
please ; and avoid, as you would do poison, those 
singularities of stile, and quaint conceits, which fa- 
fhion for.a time blazens as the quintefsence of ex- 
cellence ; for arsenic will not more certainly put a 
termination to the natural life of the body, than these 
will speedily put a period to the literary existence 
of those writings in which they abound. 
To be continued. 


AccounT OF A SCHOOL INSTITUTED aT Mapras, 
AND SUPPORTED BY THE VOLUNTARY SUBSCRIPTION 
OF THE INHABITANTS OF THAT 5 yr comp 
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For the Bee. 


Tue plan was given and the superintendance of it 
undertaken by the reverend Dr Andrew Bell of 
St Andrews, one of the chaplains there. We hope 
this laudable example will soon be followed by all 
our other settlements in the east. 

The particulars of the plan are more fully deve- 
loped in the following extract of a letter from Eg. 
more, Madras, September 13. 1792. 
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_ ** THE conduct of the school, which is entirely in 
my hands, is particular. Every boy is either a mas- 
ter or a scholar, one to another; and often both. 
He teaches one boy, while another teaches him. 
It has a double advantage in forwarding their edu- 
cation, and saving the expence and incumberance of 
many ufhers. I do little. more in school than enact 
and enforce general rules and principles, teach the 
school master and ufhers, and watch with a strict 
eye over their conduct. 

*¢ When the institution was founded, and I first 
took up my residence here, the native women, who 
had orders to bring their sons to be placed upon the 
foundation, considered them as committed to hard 
tafk masters,—given up to slavery, or immolated to 
an unknown and foreign deity; and went through 
all the ceremony of mourning for the sacrifice they 
had made. Now, they ply us with every species of 
importunity to have their younger sons admitted in- 
to the school. 

*¢ A temporary provision is made for the admifsion 
of the sohs of living officers as boarders, on their pay- 
ing about twenty fhillings a-month. The instituti- 
on is so popular, that we have alteady more than 
’ thirty boys, white and blue, of this description ; 
though they are subjected to the same drefs, diet, and 
treatment as the poor objects of the charity. And 
this I consider as the great recommendation and pa- 
hegyric of the system. 

‘* The boys on the foundation, when educated, are 
bound out to any profefsion, art, or trade, by which 
they may become usefyl to themselves and to the 
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community. We have already saved from perdi- 
tion, and given to the world a number of appren- 
tices, clerks, apothecaries, mechanics, sailors, t&ec- 
t%c. We profefs to teach only to read, to write, to 
spell, and to cypher. But whena scholar has made 
a certain progrefs, I have him instructed in book- 
keeping, or geometry, navigation, fc. as he chooses 
to be a writer mechanic, or a sailor, tc. for hitherto 
they have had their choice of their profefsion. 
But the great lefson is, in opposition to the maxims 
and habits of the country, to speak truth, to give 
up deceit, to acquire an honest character, or as 
‘you say, to be good lads. The boys are attached 
to the school. I am not discouraged; but go on 
with redoubled exertion, expecting to be richly re- 
paid by the succefs of my labours.” 


Notices of Tippoo Sultan and his Sons, extracted 
from the same Letter. 

‘“* Tippoo Sultan has made his second payment to 
the allies. In a letter to this government he expref- 
ses strongly his sense of the very polite and kind 
attentions which have been paid to his sons. In 
speaking of his attachment to the Englifh, he says, 
** That his eyes are opened, and that none but God, 
and so great a Sardar as lord Cornwallis, could have 
opened them.” 

“ To his Vakeels, who attend the young prince, I 
had the honour to preach lately, when they came to 
our church. They are men of a liberal and enlarged 
mind, and are all ready to acknowledge Jesusasa great 
prophet. Gurrum Ally, who is carried every where 
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in a silver chair, from which he cannot move, by rea- 
son of the rheumatism in his legs, was heretofore 
ambafsador at Constantinople, and is a man of 
great political abilities, and of high character. It is 
remarkable, that though unacquainted with the lan- 
guage in which the serivce was read, he was deeply 
affected by the manner of its performance. It is 
not lefs worthy of notice, that of all the low train of 
these eastern princes, there has net been even a 
complaint of the least ris ead or disturbance, or 
mifbehaviour. 

‘* The princes and Vakeels gave a dinner lately at 
their own house, to lady Oackely, a few women and 
several men. [It consisted of pi/aus drefsed in the 
Seringapatam stile, and of fruits ; for was wine ba- 
nifhed from the board. The boys sat at a little 
distance from the table by lady Oackely, who, on this 
and every other occasion on which I have seen them, 
seems much pleased with the rivacity and pleasantry 
of the younger and fairer prince, who fhews a great 
fhare of good humour, and a great disposition to 
please, being of a mild and gentle nature. The elder 
prince who fhews more mind, is more silent and re- 
served ; he looks of a stern disposition, and of a com- 
manding aspect. We think we see the father in his 
countenance. Their pictures by a famous miniature 
painter hers, (Smart,) are preparing at the’ desire 
of lord Cornwallis, for the father ; and a duplicate, it 
is imagined, will be presented by them to his lord- 


thip.” 
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MEMOIRS OF THE MAID OF ORLEANS. 
Continued from p. 271. 


CPi, 
Tue 20th of April 14 , Jane pd ared before Or- 
9 P ppe 


leans with 12,0c0 men. She wrote a letter to the duke 
of Bedford ; but the Englith were so enraged at seeing 
a girl sent to fight them, that they put the heralds 
who brought it\into prison. As this letter is curi- 
ous I have copied it verbatim in the note *, 


* “ Jesus Marie, roy d’Angleterre, faites raison au roy du Ciel de 
“son sang royal, rendez les clefs 4 la Pucelle de toutes les bonnes vil- 
* les que vous avez enforcées: elle est venue de par Dieu pour recla- 
“ mer le sang royal, e¢ toute preste de faire paix, si vous voulez faire 
“ raison, par ainsi que vous mettrez jus, et payerez de ce que vous ]’a- 
“ veztenue. Roy d’Angleterre, siainsine le faites, je suis chefde guerre, 
“ en quelque lieu que j’attendray vos gens en France; s’ils ne veulent 
* obeir, je les ferai ifsir, vaillant ou non; et s’ils veulent obeir, je les 
“ prendray 4 mercy: croyez que s’ils ne veulentobeir, la Pucelle vient 
“ pour les occire: elle vient de par le roy du Ciel, corps pour corps, 
* yous bouter hors de France, et vous promet et certifie qu’eile y fera si 
“ gros hahay, que depuis mille ans en France ne fut vue de si grand, 
“ si vous ne luy faites raison: et croyez fermement que le roy du Ciel 
“ luy envoyera plus de force 4 elle et 4 ses bonnes gens d’armes, que 
“ ne scauriez avoir a cent afsauts entre vous archers, compagnons d’ar- 
“ mes, gentils et vaillans qui estes devant Orleans, allez vous en en 
“ votre pays, de par Dieu; et si ne le faites ainsi, donnez vous garde 
“ de la Pucelle, et qu’il vous souvienne de vosdommages. Ne pren- 
“ nez mie vostre opinion, que vous tiendrez France du roy du Ciel le 
“ fils Sainte Marie; mais la tiendra le roy Charles vray heritier, a qui 
“ Dieu I’a donnée, qui entrera 4 Paris en belle compagnée. Si vous 
“ ne croyez les nouvelles de Dieu, et de la Pucelle, en quelque lieu 
“* que vous trouverons, nous fericns dedans 4 horions; et si verrez les- 
“ quels auront meilleur droit de Dieu ou de vous. Guillaume dé Ia 
“ Ponte, comte de Suffort, Jean sire de Talbot, et Thomas sire de 
“ Scales, Licutcnant du duc de Betfort, soy disant regent du royaume 
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The count de Dunois who commanded in Orleans, 
made a sally with all his garrison, in order to facili- 
tate the entry of the provisions. The French, per- 
suaded that Jane was sent from heaven to their af- 
sistance, resumed frefh courage, and fought with so 
much vigour, that fhe and her convoy entered the 
town. She was received there as their guardian an- 
gel, and all the streets were decorated with tapestry. 
She was lodged at the house of Jacques Boucher, 
treasurer to the duke of Orleans; and although fhe 
had been on horseback all day without taking any 
rest or refrefhment, fhe refused partaking of a mag- 
nificent entertainment, and only ate some slices of 
bread dipped in a cup of wine and water. She lay 
in the same room with the wife of Jacques Boucher, 
with his daughter. When the heard that the Eng- 
lifh had detained her heralds, and had made use of 
injurious language respecting her character; and 
that the count de Dunois had sent to say, that if any 
harm was done to the heralds, all the Englith priso- 
nets at that time in Orleans fhould pay for it, the 
said, ‘* Let them alone; in the name of God they 


“de France pour le roy d’Angleterre, faites response, si vous voulez 
*¢ faire paix 4 la cité d’Orleans; si ainsi ne le faites, qu’il vous souvi- 
* enne de vos dommages.' Duc de Betfort, qui vous dites regent de 
“ France pour le roy d’Angleterre, la Pucelle vous requiert et prie 
** que vous ne vous faciez une destraise. Si vous ne luy faites raison, 
* elle fera tant que les Frangois firent le plus beau faict qui oncques 
“ fut fait en la chrestient®. LEscrit le mardy en la grande semaine. 
“ Et sur le dos etoit escrit: Entendex les nouvelles de. Dicu et de la Pu- 
¢ celle. Au duc de Betfort, qui se dit regent du royaume de France 
# pour le roy d’Angleterre.” 


‘ 
MEMOIRES DE LA PUCELLE. 





316 memoirs of the Maid of Orleans. Mayt. 
will not hurt them.” The Englifh only sent back: 
one herald, whom fhe afked, ‘* What says Talbot?” 
And when he informed her that he, as well as all 
his countrymen, spared no abuse in speaking of her, 
and declared if they caught her they would burn 
her ; ** Go back again, (says fhe,) and doubt not but 
thou wilt bring with thee thy companion; and tell 
Talbot that if he will arm himself, I will do the 
same, and let him come before the walls of the 
town, and if he can take me he may burn me, and if 
I discomfit him, let him raise the siege and return 
into his own native country.” ‘fhe herald went, 
and brought back his companion. Before her arri- 
val 20c Englifh had driven back 500 French in the 
different fkirmifhes; but it was now reversed; which 
increased prodigiously the courage of the French. 
Soon after her entry, fhe prepared for the attack of 
fort St Loup, which fhe carried sword in hand, as 
well as the bulwarks of St John, and of the Augus- 
tins. Six days afterwards fhe made a sally with the 
count Dunois, to facilitate the entry of a convoy 
under the command of marfhal de St Severe, which 
ihe fortunately succeeded in. A little time after- 
wards frefh afsaults were made to drive the Englith 
from the other forts; in one of these fhe was woun. 
ded in the foot ; but it did not prevent her from con- 
tinuing in the field. These attacks lasted the whole 
day, and the Englifh were only forced to recede, ow- 
ing toa want of ammunition. She here received a 
_ second wound more dangerous than the first, in her 
neck ; and as a large quantity of blood ifsued from 
it, they began to fear for her life ; but the, to re-ani. 
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mate them, said, ‘* It was not blood, but glory that 
ran from her wound.” In one of these excursions, 
as fhe was pafsing the Loire with her landlord, 
Jacques Boucher, some fifhermen offered him a fhad, 
who said to her, “* Jane, let us eat this thad before 
we go farther.” ‘ In the name of God (says fhe,) we 
will not eat of it before supper; when we fhall have 
tepafsed the bridge, and have brought with us a 
Gopon *, who fhall have his fhare.” 

The siege of Orleans was raised the 8th May 
1429}. Jane carried the news of this fortunate event 


* In a late edition of the Memoirs from whence I have taken this 
speech of the Pucelle, there is a note upon the word Gopon, as fol- 
lows: Elle entendzit par sobriquet et gauffzrie quelque Anglois. Now I do 
not believe this; for in looking into the Dictionary of Old Language, 
I find two words which may answer to her meaning, though not spelt 
precisely as this: 

Geddon, Homme riche qui prend toutes ses aises. 

Godone, Gourmand, Gouler, Goinfre. 
At first sight I thought it might have had reference to our well known 
oath, and recollected that at a town in the south of France, upon afk- 
ing if any Englifh were in town, the answer was, “ Non, Monsieur, 
* tous les God dammées sont partis.” 


+ The following extract from a letter of the duke of Bedford to the 
king, is from Rymer’s Federa. [Hague edition, 1740, vol. iv. p. 141.] 

«* And alle thing there prospered for you, til the tyme of the siege 
* of Orleans, -—taken in hand, God knoweth by what advis. At the 
“ which tyme, after the adventure fallen to the personage of my cousin 
“ of Salysbury, whom God afsoiile, there felle by the hand of God as it 
“ seemeth, a grete stroke upon your people that was afsembled there 
“ in grete nombre, caused in grete partie as y trowe of lakke of sadde 
“ beleve, and of unlevefulle doubte, that thei hadde of a disciple and 
* lyme of the fiende, called the Pucelle, that used fals enchantments 
“ and sorcerie. The which stroke and discomfiture nought only lef- 
“sed in great partie the nombre of youre people there, but as well 
“‘ withdrewe the courage of the remenant in merveillous wyse, and 
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to the king. As soon as fhe was in his presence, 
fhe knelt, and embracing his knees, said, ‘‘ Gentle 
Dauphin, come and be crowned at Rheims. I am 
very earnest that you fhould go there, and have not 
the smallest doubt of your receiving “the crown 
which is worthy of you.” When the king and 
those with him had considered the great things they 
had seen her perform, with what prudence and cou- 
rage fhe had conducted herself, as if fhe had been bred 
to arms all her life, and had seen how modest and 
pious her behaviour had been ; considering all these 
things, those who before had advised the expedition 
into Normandy now changed their opinion. 

Then the king and a few of his principal courti- 
ers, thinking among themselves it would not dis- 
please Jane if they afked her what voice it was that 
fhe had said advised and comforted her ; but before 
they made their request the said, *« In the name of God 
I know what are your thoughts, and what you wifh 
to know concerning the voice I have heard touching 
your coronation ; I will tell you, that having placed 
myself according to my usual method when I pray, 
and having complained that what I said was not be- 
lieved; the voice then said to me, Girl, go go; I 
will be thy aid and supporter ;—go. And the mo- 


“ encouraged youre adverse partie and enemys to afsemble here forth- 
“ with in great nombre,” Ge. &c, 

See also in the same volume of the Federa, p.150, the instructions 
given by the Kegent to Garter, King at Arms, when sent to England 
by him 16th July 1429. Also p. 160. dur. Dom. 1430: De ;roclama- 
tionibus contra capitaneos et soldarios tergiversante:, incantationibus Pucelle 
terrificatos, 
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ment I heard this voice I was marvellously rejoiced.” 
She ordered preparations to be made for the corona 
tion at Rheims ; but this was not very easy, as the 
Englith wege masters of all that part of the country. 

About this time the constable de Richemont, who 
succeeded to that honour after the death of the earl 
of Buchan’s ancestor, John Steuart earl of Douglas, 
(and when he was duke of Brittany, after his bro- 
ther’s death, thought it honourable to retain the con- 
stable’s sword, ) seeing the affairs of France takea more 
favourable turn, was desirous of making his peace 
with the king. Jane was sent tomeet him. When 
near, they both alighted; and as fhe was embracing 
his knees he said to her, “ Jane, they tell me you 
with to fight me. I know not where yow come from, 
or who you are. If you are sent by God I fear you 
not, for he knows my intentions as well as yours ; if 
by the devil I fear you lefs.” She soon satisfied 
him as to herself and her intentions, and they both 
went together to the siege of Gergeau. During this 
siege, the Englifh having kept up a very warm fire 
upon that part where the duke d’Alencon lodged, 
Jane came to him and said, ** Handsome duke, take 
yourself from your present quarters as fast as you 
can, for you will be endangered by the cannons.” 
The duke followed this advice; and he had scarce 
gone a few paces, when a ball from the town struck 
off the head of a gentleman from Anjou, who was 
standing in the place of the duke when the Pucelle 
spoke to him. 

The French were about eight days before the 
town, which was as valiantly attacked as it was defene 
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ded. Among the Englifh was one of a very large 
size, armed with a very strong helmet of iron, who 
did wonders by throwing from the walls great 
stones, and overturning all the scaling ladders which 
were placed near him. The duke of Alencon 
seeing the mischief this man did, brought John the 
cannoneer, who placing properly a culverine struck 
him down. Jane went into the ditch with her stan- 
dard in her hand, at that part where the Englith 
made the most vigorous defence; fhe was percei- 
ved by them, and they cast a heavy stone upon 
her head with so much violence that fhe was forced 
to sit down ; notwithstanding which fhe soon got up 
again, and cried aloud to her companions, ‘* French- 
men, mount boldly and enter the town, you will find 
no longer any resistance.”*” Thus was the town won. 
The earl of Suffolk retreated to the bridge ; but being 
overtaken bya gentleman called Guillaume Renault, 
the earl afked if he was a gentleman? who answered 
“* Yes,” Art thoua knight? Upon his saying No, he 
knighted him, and afterwards surrendered himself to 
him. Baugency was afterwards delivered up on ca- 
pitulation ; and the Englith quitted Meun, leaving 
behind them provisions, t#c. tc. They marched 
through Beauce towards Patay, where they were 
overtaken by the body of the French army comman- 
ded by the duke of Alencon, Jane, and many other 
principal commanders. The place they halted at is 
called des Coynées,—when the duke d’Alengon said 
to the Pucelle, ‘* Jane, there are the English in battle 
array, fhall we fight with them?” She answered 
the duke by afking him‘ If he had his spurs ?? 
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‘« What, (says the duke,) must we retreat and fly?” 
* Oh! not at all; In the name of God fall on them 
for they will fly, and without stopping will be dis- 
comfited with scarce any lofs of your men, therefore © 
you ought to have your spurs to follow them.’ 
After these succefses, the Pucelle took pofsefsion 
of Auxerre, Troyes, and Chalons, not however with- 
out some discontent on her part, as well as of other 
officers, against la Trimouille, (the favourite of the 
king,) who received from the principals of Auxerre, 
a large sum of money to prevent its being taken by 
afsault. She thus opened for the king the road to 
Rheims. This town flung open its gates as soon as 
he appeared before it; and the next day, the 17th of 
July, he was crowned. Jane afsisted at this cere- 
mony in her armour, with her standard in her 
hand. Respecting this, fhe made an answer to her 
judges worthy of record. Being interrogated by 
them, ‘* How fhe dared to come to the coronation 
with her banner in her hand?” fhe answered, ‘ That 
it was but justice that that which had had its thare 
ef the labour fhould also partake of the honour.’ 
The moment the king was crowned, Jane, upon 
her knees, embraced his feet, and with a torrent of 
tears, exclaimed, ‘‘ Gentle king, now is the will of 
God executed, who ordained you fhould come to 
Rheims to receive your crown, to fhow that you are 
the rightful king, and that this kingdom is lawfully 
yours.” The king remained but a few days at 
Rheims; he made different excursions, and in one 
of them near Damptrartin, as the people were sing- 
ing te Deum loudamus, and other holy anthems, the 
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said to Dunois, ‘* In the name of God these people 
re very good and devout ; I fhould with that when I 
die it may be in this country.” Whereupon the 
' count de Dunois replied, ‘ Jane, do you know 
when you fhall die, and in what part ?’ fhe answer- 
ed that fhe did not: that it must be the will of God; 
and fhe added, ‘ I have accomplifhed what God or- 
dered me; which was to raise the seige of Orleans, and 
to crown the king ; I could wifh now that he would 
send me back to my father and mother, to take care 
of their fheep and cattle, and do that which I was 
aceustomed to.” 

The king went from Rheims to Crepi, to Senlis ; 
and after having taken pofsefsion of St Dennis and La- 
gni, he besieged Paris. They forced the barriers of 
St Honoré, and the Pucelle, animated by her for- 
mer succefs, attempted to crofs the ditch; but re- 
ceived a severe wound in the thigh; and her standard 
bearer was killed by her side. Her eagernefs 
and courage were so great, that in spite of her wound 
fhe would have continued the engagement, if the 
duke d’Alencon had not forced her to return to 
her quarters. Through want of provisions, the 
king was forced to raise the siege. This was cause 
of triumph to those that were jealous of Jane. She 
- again requested leave to retire; as her mifsion was 
accomplifhed ; but it was refused her. The king 
ennobled her and all her family ; that is to say, her 
father, and mother, and her three brothers, and 
their posterity as well females as males. He 
gave her for arms, a fhield, azure, with two flower 
de luces, or, a sword argent, the hilt or, the point yp. 
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wards, crowned with acrown or. The name of Arc 
was changed to that of Lys, and the town of Don- 
remi where fhe was born, was exempted from all 
taxes, aids, and subsidies for ever ! 

These honours were soon followed by the most 
melancholy catastrophe. The Englifh in 1430, with 
the duke of Burgundy, besieged Compeigne. Jane 
came there with Poton de Santrailles, the 25th of 
May ; and in spite of the besiegers entered the town. 
The next day fhe made a sally at the head of an hun- 
dred men, over the bridge, on the quarters of John 
of Luxemburgh. After a very long combat, the 
twice repulsed the enemy, as far as the quarters of 
the Burgundians ; but seeing avery strong rein- 
forcement coming against her, fhe began her retreat. 
It was rather late to think of it: for fhe and all her 
troops were directly surrounded. Neverthelefs, after 
performing miracles of courage, fhe disengaged her 
company, who fortunately re-entered the town. 
Jane remained at the rear, to facilitate their retreat. 
But when fhe wifhed to enter, found the gates fhut. 
She directly faced about to her enemies, and charged 
them with a courage worthy a better fate. She seem- 
ed not to expect any afsistance ; for whether the had 
overheard, seen, or suspected some treachery, fhe 
was heard to have cried out as fhe pafsed the gates 
to make her sally, ‘“‘ I am betrayed.” During the 
time fhe was defending herself with the courage of 
despair, her horse stumbled, and fhe fell. This ob- 
liged her to surrender herself to Lyonel Vasture of 
- Vendéme, who gave her up to John of Luxem- 
burgh. This nobleman, forgetting the respect that 
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a warrior fhould fhow to courage, meanly sold 
her to the Englifh for ten thousand livres. From 
the moment fhe was a prisoner, this heroine was 
forgotten. The king made no attempts to redeem 
her: and though at the time he had many Englith 
prisoners of the highest rank, he did not offer one 
of them in exchange for her. Were the very im- 
portant services which Jane had atchieved so soon 
forgotten!!! 

This neglect of Jane, and the persecution of Jac- 
ques Coeur, will be eternal blots on the memory of 
Charles vir. Upon Jane being a prisoner, the En- 
glifh made such rejoicings, as if they had con- 
quered the kingdom. Such a man as the Black 
Prince would have honoured and respected her cou- 
rage. The duke of Bedford thought it proper to 
disgrace her, in order to re-animate the courage of 
his countrymen. She had pretended to have been 
inspired ; the regent pretended to believe her a sor- 
cerefs. The university of Paris presented a petiti- 
- on against Jane, accusing her of magic and heresy. 
Either the university thought, as they imagined the 
tegent wifhed them to think ; or if otherwise, they 
acted with infamous cowardice. This heroine, wor- 
thy of the miracle fhe pretended, was judged at 
Rouen, by Cauchon bifhop of Beauvais, and five 
other French bifhops ; only one Englifh bifhop at. 
terdigg. It would have been very easy for her to 
have justified herself; but her defence would have 
been uselefs ; as fhe was condemned before fhe was 
tried. She therefore thought of procuring her li- 
berty by cther means, and had the courage to leap 
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from the top of the Tower Beaurevoir, where the 
was confined. This fall which ought to have kil- 
led her, only stunned her ; the noise however of her 
fall alarmed the centinel, and fhe was retaken. 
They gave a different pretext to this attempt, and 
construed it into an act of suicides In fhort, for 
this and the other crimes before mentioned, fhe was 
condemned to be burnt alive, according to the sen- 
tence pronounced by the bifhops of Beauvais, Cou- 
tances, Lisieux, the chapter of Nétre Dame, sixteen 
licentiates, and eleven advocates of Rouen, the 24th 
May 1431; and fhe was given up to the secular 
power to put the sentence in execution. When the 
was led to the Calf Market, neither the sight of the 
scaffold, nor the stake, affected her courage ; and fhe 
mounted it as boldly as fhe formerly did the breach at 
an afsault. She sat down very quietly, and was tied 
to the fatal stake, uttering only, ** God be praised !” 
The fire was scarcely lighted when fhe was suf- 
focated, and after fhe was burnt, her afhes were 
dispersed in the air. 

Such was the end of this extraordinary girl, 
whose punifhment will always be a blot on the En- 
glifh. Her mother in 1454 demanded a revision 
of her procefs, and pope Nicholas v. gave the com- 
mifsion to the bifhop of Paris, who easily found 
the justification proofs, which fhewed clearly that 
Jane had never given the smallest cause of suspi- 
cion of her faith, her manners, or her conduct; ia 
consequence of which, her fame was solemnly re-es- 
tablifhed. Many different monuments were erected 
to her memory ; and among other places, there was 
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one at Rouen, which from being the place where 
they intended to cover her with disgrace, became 
that-of her triumph*. This monument having been 
hurt by length of time, the magistrates ordered 
a new one to be erected, and in a better taste. 

The family of Jane existed till within these few 
years, in the provinces of Anjou and la Bretagne. 
The last male died in 1760..- 

By a petition from the attorney general in 1614, 
they took from this family its greatest prerogative, 
which consisted in the female line, independent of 
the situation of their hufbands, ennobling their 
ehildren. The illustrious Rollin looks upon this 
deprivation as deserving the regret of every good 


citizen. 






READING MEMORANDUMS, 


Maxevorence to the clergy, is seldom at a great 
distance from irreverence of religion. 








—— 


The variable weather of the human mind, the 
flying vapours of fancy, which from time to time 
cloud reason, without totally eclipsing it, require 
much force of thought to regulate sound conduct. 





* An engraving of this monument, from a beautiful drawing trans- 
mitted by the writer of this article, will be given as a specimen of the 
taste of the times, in some future number of this work. 
















Sir, To the Editor of the Bee. 


As the charter of the East India company has nearly ex- 
pired, it is of high importance to consider by what means 
the Britifh nation can secure to herself the esteem and 
confidence of the people of Bengal, Bahar, and Orifsa, 
together with the extensive population that has been 
lately added, by the termination of the war in the 
Meifsore. 

With this scope I have sent you a very interesting let- 
ter from a gentleman of eminence, who had an high com- 
mand in India, was well acquainted with the country, and 
had no interest to pursue contrary to that of his native 
country, and of general policy and humanity in the good 
government of its extensive dependencie. 

This letter you will observe by its date, and its re- 
ference to Mr Fox’s famous speech on the India bill, 
was written with a view to be communicated to some of 
the leaders of the parties, that at that time distracted 
this country and nation ; and its good sense entitles it to 
more particular attention now that higher considerations 
and more general knowledge of the springs of political 
contest in Britain have brought all parties into disrepute, 
and have taught the friends of the country and of hu- 
manity to think for themselves. I am, Sir, your constant 
reader, N. 


Letter from a gentleman of high military rank, on India 
affairs. 
Ever since Indian affairs became so much the subject 
of public disquisition, I have thought of writing the fol- 
lowing letter, but was always deterred by the ridicple 
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that attends a projector of any thing new and unusual. 
But since the parliament seems ready to enter into some 
final determination about these matters, I would accuse 
myself if I did not communicate the knowledge I have 
acquired of these things by a very dear bought experience. 
1 am sensible that a person who had an eminent office in 
India, without becoming richer for it, must in general be 
, looked on as a very silly fellow; I therefore intended at 
first to have written an anonymous letter ; but | reflected 
that such information could not be read with so much 
attention, as when it was known to come from one that 
had been at two of the principal Britith settlements in In- 
dia, had visited several of the subordinate ones, and had 
sat both in their councils, and secret committees, and seen 
the secret springs that put many things in motion. And 
it is certainly worth while for any that may have a deter- 


mining vuice on such important points, to listen for a few. 


minutes to one that had spent, in making observations, those 
years that others bestowed more profitably in making great 
fortunes, per fas et nefas. 

Mr Fox (if his speech, such as we had it, in the news- 
papers be authentic,) has either been imposed on, or has 
intended to impose on his hearers, when he affirmed that 
lands were hereditary in India. Except houses in towns, 
and what may be called church /ands, there is no heri- 
table pofsefsion of land; nor can you find betwixt the Indus 
and Ganges what we call a /ard; all belongs to the 
sovereign. An opulent financier takes from him a lease 
perhaps of a whole province. For facilitating the col- 
lection of rents, this is subdivided to small farmers, and of- 
ten many of their fhares subdivided again; andas each of 
these sets of farmers must have a profit, the actual cultivater 
of the soil must pay for all; so that the lands yearly yield 
a'much greater revenue than ever comes to the exchequer, 
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This puts a stop to all valuable improvement of the 
ground, the miserable peasant endeavouring to raise no 
more from it than just what serves to support his family, 
well knowing that if he thould meliorate his land, his 
rents will be raised of course. If he fhould get a little 
money, it is generally hid in the earth, and the pofsefsor 
often dies without revealing where his treasure lies: so 
that it is commonly believed that much more money is 
concealed in the earth, than what is in actual circulation. 
When opprefsion becomes intolerable, the people have no 
other resource but to remove to another province, perhaps 
to the lands of another prince. It is true, that these migra- 
tions are more common among manufacturers ; and I have 
known more than one of them in about five years that I was 
in India. But they are also not rare among peasants. A 
few buffaloes or goats are driven before him; his house- 
hold furniture is in a manner nothing; two carts will 
carry the very materials of his house, and the labour of 
two days will build him anew one. By these frequent 
migrations the people contract not any affection for the 
natale solum ; as many can scarcely tell where was the 
place of their birth; and their parants and near relations 
are scattered over the whole continent of India. When 
forced or hired to military service, they have no regard 
for the sovereign; and I have letters from French officers 
that were present when they changed sides by ten or twelve 
thousand at a time. Of the abuses that arise from the 
method of letting grounds, I will give you a striking in- 
stance from original letters that are now in my pof- 
sefsion. There fell into our hands a French pattyman 
(courier,) who had letters from, I behev:, every one of 
the council of Pondicherry. ‘These letters give an account 
that their governor had let for 150,000 rupees some lands 
that used before to pay 400,000 ; so here was a deduction 
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of about 25,0001. sterling from the public treasury. 
No body will doubt that the governor had a valuable 
consideration from the financier; and as few will doubt 
that Britons may be corrupted as well as French- 
men. 

For all these evils there is an easy and an obvious re- 
medy. Let the peasants that now pofsefs the ground be 
declared hereditary proprietors of the lands they now have 
in lease, paying to the sovereign, as a land tax, the same 
sum they now pay to the financier as rent. The conse- 
quence will be a great encrease to the revenue, without 
any .additional burden to the landholder; the grounds 
will be improved to the utmost, when every man knows 
that he is providing a lasting inheritance for his family ; 
the money they now hide in the earth, will be produced 
and brought into the commerce of life; every moneyed 
man in India will come in troops to lay out their mo- 
ney in the only place where they can purchase an inheri- 
tance; every one will, according to his abilities, build 
more solid habitations, which they could not leave with- 
out regret, and lofs to themselves ; all will be filled with 
esteem and affection for a government under which they 
enjoy a blefSsing hitherto unknown'in India; they will 
contract that natural affection every one feels for the town 
or village where he was bred up, where all his nearest 
and dearest connections are to be met with, and where 
he has rejoiced with the companions of his youth‘; the 
neighbouring princes will have no other way of retaining 
their subjects but by following the example of Britain. 

As all my literary occupations can never produce any 
other advantage to myself, but merely a temporary amuse- 
ment, the foul copy of the original letter has, by a care- 
lefsnefs usual with me, been mislaid or lost; you have 
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here the rough sense of it; so that if it is to be thewn 
to any body, it will much need polifhiag ; and I know that 
I put it into a very able hand, for that purpose. But this 
my scheme can serve for no use, as people in power aim 
only at private emolument, or the support of their owa 
partys The Britith pofsefsions in India have grown too 
extensive. I foresee a storm that will probably soon rise 
from those quarters. Consider that the armies there are 
not supported, like other armies sent abroad, by money sent 
- from the Metropolitan country, but by rents arising from 
the subject provinces ; so that every popular governor has 
an army ready to be employed against whom he pleases, It 
is well that there have been hitherto only avaricious go- 
vernors, that have aimed at nothing else than accumulating 
money. If either Madras or Bengal fhould have an am- 
bitious governor who aims at power, there could be no 
pofsibility of subduing him, but by the afsistance of 
the other. If both at one time fhould aim at indepen- 
dence, they may bid defiance to Europe. And if Eu- 
rope will not trade with them, America will. 

The peers who now support the tumultuous commoner 
ate mistaken in their politics. If the democratical faction 
prevails, peers will become as insignificant as they were 
during the long parliament. Take it for a certain truth, 
as if it had come from the adyta of an oracle ; or, if you 
please, as certain as if you had read it in Nahum or Ha- 


bakkuk. 
I presume, and hope it is needlefs to put my name be- 


low to protest duty, respect, service, Oc. You know 
who is the only man that will draw up a scheme for - 
the public good, when he can reap no good from it to 
himself. 

Feb, 8. 1784. 
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Fartner Remarks on THE Supject OF THE PRESENT Basax 
nuprcies BY THE Epitor or THe Bee. 
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"Tue paper referred to was printed before any notice arrived 
at this place of Mr Pitt’s intention of carrying into practice 
a plan for the relief of the country, nearly on the same prin- 
ciples with that recommended here. This appears to be 
cne of the most beneficial exertions of the power entrusted 
with government that has occurred in our time, and will do 
infinite honour to the minister who brings it forward. I 
question if in the annals of past times, a single instance 
can be found of an exertion of any governing power equal- 
ly patriotic, judicious, and beneficient ; and it affords a 
fine example of the necefsity there is for the controul of 
government, and the utility mankind may derive from it 
when under the guidance of wisdom. 

The present alarming situation of this country does not 
seem to proceed either from the interruption that the war 
has given to commerce, as has been often afserted, nor to a 
slackening in the demand either at home or abroad, nor 
to ruinous speculations which so often derange the econo- 
my of individuals. The manufacturers do not allege 
that their orders are discontinued from any quarter, nor 
that the prices offered are inadequate ; but merely that the 
state of credit is at present so precarious, that they dare 
not venture to let goods go out of their hands at the 
usual credits allowed ; and that from the unexpected inter- 
ruption which has taken place in the practice of discoun- 
ting bills, their funds are so entirely locked up as to put 
it out of their power to answer the immediate demands that 
have come upon them. That this is the case is sufficiently 
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obvious to all, seeing it is universally admitted, that nine- 
teen out of twenty of the numerous bankruptcies that have 
happened are merely stoppages, where the funds are more 
than adequate to answer all the demands that can be made 
upon the parties concerned.” 

This evil, therefore, originates solely in the interrup- 
tion that has taken place in the salutary practice of dis- 
counting bills: and what, we may now afk, has occasion- 
ed this destructive interruption to discounting good 
bills ? 

It will not be difficult to answer this question. There 
is in general a certain quantity of floating cath in this 
country, which men with to keep at their command, ready 
to answer any emergencies. This has been usually in Scot- 
land lodged with bankers, at a reasonable rate of interest, 
a little under that which is given for money lodged on other 
securities for a definite time. This floating stock has been 
usually applied almost solely to the accommodation of 
individuals with cafh accounts, and to the discounting of 
bills. Upon the first prospect of the present war with France, 
stocks having fallen greatly below the par of peace, and it 
being universally believed that the war could not be of 
long duration, almost every person whe had the command 
of money, withed to avail himself of the obvious benefit, 
that this circumstance presented to his view ; so that al- 
most the whole of this floating stock was instantly de- 
manded from the bankers *.’ This rendered it inconvenient 


* From the great wealth that certain bankers in Scotland have 
suddenly acquired by speculating in the funds, many persons sus- 


* pected that something of the same kind might have been attempted 


by the bankers themselves, and that this circumstance took up 2 
great part of that capital which ought to have been employed for 
accommodating the public. If so, the public would have had good 
reason indeed to complain of them; but it is scarcely to be believed 
ahat when embarrafsments occurred, and the price of stocks not 
falling, they would not have retired that stock very soon. It would 
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for them to discount bills as formerly ; and this circum- 
stance again made a greater demand upon them than 
usual for money upon cath accounts of individuals, 
which subjected the bankers to additional ‘inconve-' 
nience. 

Just at that critical time, the Bank of England, seem- 
ingly with a wanton capriciousnefs which deserves the 
severest reprehension, instead of giving that support to 
country bankers and wealthy companies, which the cir- 
cumstances here stated rendered so obviously necefsary, 
refused to discount bills, without discrimination of any 
sort. The consequences were obvious and inevitable. 
Even those who had very large capitals, from being de- 
prived of their usual resources, were anable to answer, on 
the moment, the demands that came upon them ; and were 
obliged to stop. These stoppages necefsarily affected 
those immediately connected with them; and these 
another, and another; so that, like a house of cards, 


one falling brought a whole heap of ruins about it *. 


be a very proper clause in Mr Pitt’s bill to require every banker ap- 
plying for relief, previously to make oath that he has no mo- 
ney vested in the funds; and to make it highly penal if it fhould be’ 
discovered he ever had so. Perhaps no banking company ought to 
be permitted to exercise this businefs without a licence ; at obtaining 
which, such oath ought to be administered, and such penalties imposed. 
Nothing can be more destructive than for bankers, who are en- 
trusted with the money of others, to be dabbling in such a deep and 
hazardous game as the buying and selling stocks; and the public 
ought to have some good security that they will notdoso. I have 
no doubt but the want of such security, has induced many a person to 
withdraw their money from the bankers at present; and thus to én- 
crease the evil. 


* Some may perhaps imagine that the Bank of England would ex- 
perience an inconvenience of the same kind here specified, and would 
not therefore have it in their power to grant the accommodation 
wanted. But it is well known, that the course of businefs is so dif- 
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In this situation, the minister, with infinite justice 
and propriety, steps forward to save the country. What 
the Bank of England ought to have done, he now finds him- 
self obliged to do, or to suffer the country to be hurried 
needlefs/y into a state of universal ruin. As far as his plan 
is yet known, he seems to intend to give a loan to such 
banking houses, or other considerable bodies of men, who 
can produce undeniable evidence of the sufficiency of their 
funds to answer all demands upon them, of such sums as 
it thall be deemed safe and prudent to grant to each re- 
spectively. These notes to be ifsued in the form of ex- 
chequer bills, bearing interest from the day they are if- 
sued ; for the payment of which interest, as long as they 
thall continue in circulation, together with the principal, 
the parties te whom they are granted will no doubt be re- 
quired to give sufficient security. Thus will government, 
without costing the nation a single fhilling, turn back 
into its usual channel, that circulation which has met 
with such a cruel and ill judged temporary obstruction *. 

Nothing can be so ruinous to a maaufactuting end com- 
mercial country as an interruption to the general current 
of circulation and credit, where that credit is not attemp- 
ted to be stretched beyond the real funds of the parties 
concerned. Indeed it is this credit chiefly which has gi- 
ven to the mantfactures and trade of this country that 
decided advantage they pofsefs above those of all rival 
nations ; for it is well known that it is néither the superior 
cheapnefs, nor excellence of Britith manufactures which 
gives them the decided advantage they pofsefs above 
ferent between that bank and others, that the very circumstance 
which diminifhed the resources of the one at the time would tend 
to augment those of the other. This is no place for éxplaining this 
peculiarity. 

* The Bank of England, even in this case, will be obliged to concur 
in circulating these exchequer bills, otherwise they would soon be 
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others in foreign markets, but the long credits our mer- 
chants can afford to give. And what is it that enables our 
merchants to give these long credits, but the practice of dis- 
counting bills, which enables every one to have the full 
command of his funds at whatever time he may chance to 
have occasion for them. Nothing therefore can be so de- 
structive to a country so circumstanced, as a causelefs 
interruption to this circulation on which its existence so 
materially depends: and the present incident, which fhows 
that it isin the power of one body of men, whenever they 
please, to throw the country into this state of distrefs, 
proves that in this particular branch of our commercial 
arrangements, sufficient care has not been taken to curb 
that spirit which the excefs of power so naturally engen- 
ders. Hitherto the Bank of England, like the corpora- 
tions of old, during the infancy of political societies, has 
been of great utility to the public; but is there not dan- 
ger, that, like them too, the powers conferred upon it may 
in time become subversive of the interests of that very 
society for whose welfare it was instituted, and which, 
for a long time, it has so materially promoted? Let the 
minister, therefore, and the public, now reflect, whether it 
is not time to think of establifhing some kind of counterpoise 
to this enormous body, which, like the serpent that sprung 
from Aaron’s rod, seems at present to pofsefs the power of 
swallowing up all others of the same kind, whenever it 
fhall please to do so. Man is a fallible creature, and 
power when unchecked is ever in danger of degenerating 
into despotism. Monopolies in a trading country are al- 
ways pernicious. But where is there such a monopoly as 


greatly depreciated ; but it is not to be supposed, powerful as they 
are, they will dare to reiuse this. It would be kicking against the 
pricks indeed, fhould they decline it ; and would soon bring the mattet 
to an ifsue between them and the country. 
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the Bank of England *, ought it not to have a rival ? It 
would be presumption in me to pretend to say in what 
manner this rival fhould be created; but it requires no 
superior talents to say that such a rival would be the 
most effectual check that ever could be given to operations 
similar to those which have so needlefsly thrown this 
country into its present very distrefsing embarrafsments. 


° 


Sir, To the Edzior of the Bee. 


Ir Dr A. thinks the inclosed trifle will tend to forward 
inquiries on the subject treated of, by inducing gentlemen 
going abroad to send home specimens of sand to their 
correspondent here, he will probably be able to spare a 
corner for it in the Bee. After the conchologist has sa- 
tisfied himself as to the fhells found in the sand, a cle- 
mical analysis might be tried for ascertaining if any 
. metallic substances are mixed with-it; by which means 


* It is justly reckoned a crime of a very deep dyé to impeach the credit 
of any individual; because that may, almost in any case, occasion a run 
upon that person which may naturally produce a stoppage and conse- 
quent derangement of affairs. But is it not obvious that by the prac- 
tice pursued on this occasion by the Bank of England, the credit of al- 
most all the principal trading and manufacturing houses in Britain have 
been impeached, and a general run produced upon them; and stop- 
page, with all its dismal consequences, bas necefsarily followed? A 
public banking company ought to be considered as a servant of the 
public, which, like an innkeeper, is bound to accommodate all persons 
without distinction, who apply for it, and have evidently the means in 
their power of discharging their scores. They ought indeed to have 
a right of discriminating and of demanding areasonable security where 
ever danger is apprehended; but on no occasion ought they to be allowed, 
I fhould think, capriciously to adopt a measure of such vast importance 
in its consequences, aid without discrimination to effect a general stop 
in the circulation of the wealth of the nation. 
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some curious discoveries might be made, were specimens 
procured from various quarters of the world. 

April 1793. 


Minute and rare fhells in sand. 

The first discovery of minute fheJls in sand, origi- 
nates with Mr Boys of Sandwich, in the county of Kent 5 
and ninety of them are engraved, and a description of 
them publifhed by Geerge Walker in Feverfham. 

His method of examining them was thus: He placed 
small portions of the sand under Dr Withering’s bota- 
nical miscroscope, in order to separate the fhells from the 
sand, and afterwards proceeded to enlarge every single 
fhell with greater magnifiets, in order to take his drawings 
of them with mere precision. To facilitate the more 
easy discovery of these minute objects, after the sand is 
perfectly dry put an handful of it on an open theet of 
paper, and géntly fhake it from side to side; by which 
means the minute fhells being lighter than the sand are’ 
separated from and lie above it, and are thereby much 
more expeditiously procured, than by any other method. 
The objects for inspection fhould be placed ia a situation 
free from sudden blasts of air, to prevent their being blowa 
away ; a carelefs breathing or cough being frequently the 
cause of their being lost. Most sand contains a greater 
or lefs variety of minute fhells; and the inquirer fhould 
not be discouraged although some parcels of sand are found 
to contain ates, or at least only the most common 
kinds. 

The sand examined by Mr Boys was that of Sandwich 
in Kent, and from thence to Feverfham and Sheppy Is. 
land, and a number of fhells heretofore unknown added 
to the Britith Conchology, equal to nearly one half of 
all the engraved Englith séries—a sufficient inducement to 
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gentlemen of a philosophic turn of mind, and who are ad- 
mirers of the beautiful works of our beneficent Cre- 
ator, to employ occasionally a few hours in similar re- | 
searches. ; 

Besides fhells, some specimens of sand are found 
to contain minute varieties of the echinus or sea urchin, 
also the asterias or star fifh; on sea weeds and corallins 
small fhells are often found adhering which are not to be 
met with in any other situation. 

We would therefore suggest the propriety of preserving 
specimens of sand found in all the different places which 
the naturalist has an opportunity of visiting. Before 
the specimen is laid aside for further examination it fhould 
be gently dried either in the sun or before afire. Chip 
bexes, or phial bottles, thould be “employed for keeping 
the sand, to prevent the fhells being crufhed, and the 
name of the place where found written on a slip of paper 
put in along with the sand. 


In a packet received this day, May 4. by post from Rufsia, the Editor 
is favoured with the following obliging communication. 
Extract of a letter from Dr Pallas dated Nov. 3. 1792. 

“ Had there been an opportunity of sending any thing to Britain, I 
could make up a parcel. Inmy journey to Astrahon, I will certainly 
collect for the Bee whatever economical curiosities I can.” 

Farther exivacts in our next. 


To CorRESPONDENTS. 


Boru the copies of verses by 4. L. are received, and under consider- 
ation. They fhall be duly taken care of. 

The critique by Frost, is indeed too snell for the occasion, though it 
is not without foundation; an opportunity will be embraced on some 
future occasion to do justice to his remarks, in the Index Indicato- 
Tu s. 

The anecdote by a Scotsman is received, and fhall have due atten- 
tion paid to it. 

. Both the communications by G. R. H. are received and fhall be du- 
ly attended to as soon as pofsible. ‘ 

The benevolent proposal by. Humanus, for establifhing an institu- 
tion for succouring sailors in danger of fhipwreck, is received; and 
every aid the Editor can give for promoting the plan fhall be afiory- 
ded. It fhall be printed with the first convenience. 
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The Editor is much obliged to Zora junior for the trouble he has 
taken in sending the account of the Hamster. The peculiarity he 
describes is now very generally known; and the figure is so bad 
that no use can be made of it. Some proper opportunity will be ta- 
ken to specify the peculiarity to the readers of the Bee. 

Thanks to Asiaticus for the trouble he has taken in transcribing 
the eastern tale ; which fhail have a place when an opportunity offers. 

The verses by B. C. having accidentally been mislaid were not soon- 
er acknowledged. 

The communication by Curiosus junior is received, as also the for- 
mer one. It is expected next week to be able to take more particular 
notice of it. 

The communication by Hurry Punt is under consideration. He 
will be sensible it is not quite suitable for many of the readers of the 


Bee. 

The addrefs by Cosmopolitan, it is thought may now be dncatien- 
necefsary. The other communications may have a place whena 
spare corner offers for them. It was impofsibleto insert any of them at 
the time he expected. . 

The letter by Tidius is received, and under consideration. The sub- 
ject treated of by J. M—zn has been so often agitated, that it is dif- 
ficult to say any thing new upon it; but the Editor will try to in- 
troduce the substance of the hints he throws out in one way or other. 

The paper by W. R is received, and will be more particularly no- 
ticed on some other occasion. 

The thort poems by Péysicophilologus are received, and some of them 
fhall soon appear. ; 

The verses by Y. Z. are received. 

The Epuap» by a Constant Reader is received, and though the poe- 
try is of the usual clais of such compositions, to please him it thall 
have a place. 

The hints by R. are received. 

W. E. has forgot the promise he made with his last communication. 

Acknowledgements to correspondents deferred. 


To the Readers of the Bee. 


The Editor of this work earnestly requests that all those of his 
subscribers whose accounts are of considerable standing, to discharge 


them as soon as pofsible. 


All personsempowered to collect monies for this publication towhom _ 


payments have been made, would greatly oblige him by transmitting 
the sums received, and the names of the subscribers who have paid. 

While every grateful acknowledgement is due to those whose punc- 
tuality has enabled the Editor thus far to continue the publication, 
he is obliged to observe that so great is the expense attending its pro- 
secution, and so large the amount of arrear that unlefs a consider- 
able part of that amount is speedily realised, it will be impofsible for 
him to continue the Bee with any reference to a distant and.extensive 
circulation. 

He requests his readers in the remote parts of Scotland, to embrace 
the opportunity that now occurs, of making remittances by the clergy 
who will soon be coming to Edinburgh to attend the General Afsermbly. 


fre 


tio 
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HISTORICAL CHRONICLE. 


WEBNESDAY, Marcu 27- 1793- 


FOREICN. 


FRANCE. 


Novazsic can be more precarious than the fortune of war. For some 
months past the arms of France were crowned with succefs in all quarters ; 
and the neighbouring nations began to tremble for their safety. One con, 
quest was followed by another; and as they advanced, they succefsively an- 
nexed the dominions they had over-run to that of France, under the alluring 
names of freedom and equality. Some nations acknowledged the authority 
of the present powers of France ; and others temporised, in order to avoid be-~ 
ing subjected to the severe scourge of war and pillage. Among the first 
were Sweden and Tuscany; and Venice, with her wonted policy, declared 
the would acknowledge the powers in France, when the other powers in Eu- 
rope recognised them ; and, in the mean while, would preserve the strictest 
neutrality, and treat France as the most favoured nation. 

But while hopes of extended conquests swelled the bosom of the subjects 
of that new republic ; and while the rapid progrefs of Dumouriet in the Uni- 
ted Provinces gave them reason to believe, that the conquest of that coun- 
try was so ceftain, as to authorise the National Convention to decree in 
what manner the property of the Staldholder, heritable and moveable, 
fhould be disposed of ; one post brought such an accumlation of news, as to- 
tally blasted these fairs prospects, and reversed the apparent state of things. 
Breda had already been given up to the succefsful arms of Dumourier, —not 
without suspicion of treachery; Klundart, a small fort, had been carrried 
by afsault ; and Gertrudenburg surrendered by capitulation. Williamstadt 
was closely besieged; and Heusden, and Sois /e duc,and Bergenopzoom, threa- 
tened. In this situation news were received that a decisive victory had been 
obtained over the French at Aix la Chapelle ;—that they had been driven 
from Leige, in which the magazines for carrying on the operations on the 
upper Maese and the Rhine had been formed, all of which fell into the 
hands of the enemy ;—that the French were driven from the neighbourhood 
of Venloo; and Ruremonde,taken, in which their magazines for the opera- 
tions in Guglderland, had been formed ;—that the seige of Maestricht had 
been raised, and the French driven backwards towards Brufsels. To com- 
plete the disastrous catalogue, the same post brought an account that the 
French fiéet under Truguet had made an unsuccefsful attempt upon Cagliari 
in Sardinia, from whence it had been beat off, with with great lofs; and the 
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squadron had returned to Toulon, in a distrefsed condition, without efiece 
ting the object for which it had been fitted out. 

Since that time all these pieces of news have been confirmed; together 
with the additional circumstances that the French had been attacked in 
their retreat near Tongres, and again routed ;—that all the different armies 
that had been driven from the places above named, had formed a junction 
near to Louvain ;—that general Dumourier had withdrawn the bulk of his 
army from Dutch Brabant, and marched them towards Antwerp, lea- 
ving a detachment to pufh the seige of Williamstadt, and to cover his re- 
treat ;—that while this small fort was thus vigorously attacked, and as vi- 
forously defended, Dumourier himself had pufhed forward towards the uni- 
ted French armies, and having afsumed the command, had withdrawn them 
off from Louvain, and had occupied a strong post between that town and 
Brufsels, called the Iron Mountain, where he seems to repair, to wait the at- 
tack of the combined forces of Germany which are advancing against him ;— 
and finally, that the siege of Williamstadt had been raised ;—that the seige 
of Heusden, which was threatened, had been abandoned ;—that the fort of 
Klundart and Gertrudenburgh had been evacuated ;—that the cannon the 
French could not carry off, had been thrown into the canals ;—and that the 
French troops were all marching southward with the greatest expedition ;— 
that 12,000 Prufsians had reached Bois le duc, and were preparing to march 
directly towards Breda, which they are in full hopes of recovering in a fhort 
time. 

Such was the situation of things im the middle of last week, in the Low 
Countries. On the Rhine, Custine still keeps pofsefsion of Mentz; but by 
the last post an account has been regeived of the capture of Konigstein; so- 
that there is every reason to believe that Mentz must soon fall, and the 
retreat of Custine be entirely cut off. Reports also prevail, with much ap- 
pearance of probability, that Dumourier has been defeated near Louvain, 
that his army is disbanded, and flying in every direction, in the utmost fear 
and consternation. <A large body of fugitives reached Dunkirk, and brought 
this news. 

No words cam be found to describe the consternation that prevailed in 
Paris on the receipt of these disastrous news. That ill fated town had been 
lately threatened with an insurrection on account of the alleged scarcity 
of bread, which had been with difficulty allayed. Lyons, ever since recei- 
ving the news of the death of the king, had been in a state of rebellious fer- 
ment, which had not fully subsided. The Nationa] Convention had been 
harafsed with daily accounts of riots and insurrections in various parts of the 
kingdom, on account of the scarcity of corn. Many of its members had been 
dispatched as commifsioners to quell these multiplied disturbances. In this 
situation, the news of these disasters produced a kind of desperation of mind. 
‘The generals, the ministers, the members of the Convention, were summarily 
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end tumultuous!y accused of treason by each other. Bournonville, minister 
at war, having been called to the bar of National Convention, was forced to 


to read the following letter. . 
LETTER FROM THE Comission®%&s SENT ToBeEtcGium. 


“ CITIZENS ouR COLLEAGUES, Liege, March 3. 1793. 

* As you will have laid before you the letter which we have addrefsed t 
the National Convention, we fhall not here repeat the contents of it. But 
we must add, that every thing is in a most alarming situation; that the ar- 
my which retired from Aix la Chappelle, and the environs, is almost entirely 
disbanded ; that the enemy will perhaps to-morrow, or perhaps this even- 
ing, be in Leige,—in Leige where all our provisions are collected, and which 
contains immense treasures! We give this account from the information of 
general Valence, at whose house we now write. He afsures us that if 
Dumourier himself does not arrive, he cannot answer for the consequen- 
ces. 
“ We are endeavouring to rally the fugitives, and are using our utmost 
endeavours with the provisional-administration and the citizens, that the 
people of Leige may second us, and supply the wants of our army. The 
dangers resulting from this want are so much the greater, as the enemy 
are very strong in cavalry, while we have scarcely any at all. 

(Signed) Drracroix Goussin, 


Mertin De Dovay.” 


But he denied that things could be in the situation the commifsioners 
had represented it; and said he had given orders to Dumourier to march 
directly to lay seige to Maestricht in form. Without doprs the ferment 


was not lefs, as will appear by the following addrefs, 


ProcLaMATION BY THE-COMMUNE OF Paris. 


“ To arms citizens! to arms! If you delay, ail is lest A great part of the re- 
public is over-run; Aix la Chapelle, Leige, Brufsels, must be in the pofsef- 
sion of the enemy; the heavy artillery, the baggage, the treasure of the ar- 
my, are retreating with precipitation to Valenciennes, the only place that can 
stop the enemy for a moment. What cannot follow will be thrown into the 
Meuse. Dumourier is making conquests in Holland; but, if not supported 
by considerable forces, Dumourier, and with him the flower of the French 
armies, may be swallowed up. 

“ Parisians! behold the greatnefs of the danger; will you permit the 
enemy again to lay waste the land of Liberty, and to burn your towns and 
villages ? 

“* Parisians! it is against you in particular that this abominable war is 
directed ; it is your wives and children that are to be mafsacred ; it is Paris 
that is to be reduced to afhes; recollect that the insolent Brunswick has 
sworn not to leave one stone on another. 

“ Parisians: once more save the commonwealth, give an example once 
more ; arise, arm, march, and these bands ofslaves will again give way before 
you. 

“ It is necefsary to make a great effort, a terrible stroke, a last blow! 
This campaign must decide the fate of the world ; we must dismay, we must 
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exterminate kings! Men of the 4th of July, of the sth of October; men of 
the roth of August, awake! 

“ Your brethren, your children, pursued by the enemy, surrounded, per- 
haps, call to you! Your brethren, your children, mafsacred on the roth of 
August, on the plains of Champagne, under the smoaking ruins of Lisle ; 

our brethren slain at Jemappe ;—Arise ! they must be revenged ! 

“* Let all the arms be carried into the sections; let every citizen meet there; 
let us swear to save our country; let us save it. Misfortune light on him 
who fhall hesitate ! Let to-morrow thousands of men leave Paris. ‘This is the 
deadly combat between men and kings; between bondage and liberty. 


Pacue Mayor 
Cotomeau, Secretary.” 


Marat, Roberspierre, and the rest of that sanguinary party, were not idle 
on this occasion. Attempts were made to fhut the barriers, which was 
generally believed to be the certain signal for another mafsacre, but by the 
vigilance of the magistrates and Santerre, the commander in chief in 
Paris, that was happily prevented; so that a temporary tranquillity was 
once more establifhed. 

A fhort while ago a decree had been pafsed with a view to complete the 
levies of men necefsary for the armies, requiring every person in the nation, 
between eighteen and forty, to march out as soldiers to join the armies, when 
called upon by certain commifsioners named for that purpose. This severe 
and arbitrary measure, (which can in truth be viewed in no other light than 
as a law, authorising these commifsioners to pillage at will every person of 
property, and to opprefs those who have none,) it seems has failed to pro- 
duce the intended effect ; for the armies were nearly as deficient in numbers 
as before. Another decree, still more arbitrary and more despotic, was now 
pafsed, erecting a tribunal for the purpose of bringing to trial, and summary 
punifhment, all persons suspected of uncivism, or entertaining antirevolution- 
ary principles. This tremendous tribunal was to consist of six persons, and 
is to have power to summon before them whoever they please ; and in asum- 
mary manner to examine all circumstances that may to them appear of a suspi- 
cious nature; and to pronounce immediate judgement; and execute these 
decisions without appeal. The decree is in the following words : 


1. The Revolutionary Tribunal fhall take cognizance of every enter- 
prise, plot, and attempt against the liberty and sovereignty of the people, 
and the unity, indivisibility, and external, as well as internal safety of the 
xepublic ; of every plan tending to establith royalty, and of every crime rela~ 
ting to the fabrication of forged afsignats. 

ur. This tribunal fhall consist of six judges, divided into two sections. 
Three members in each section fhall be sufficient to examine facts denoun. 
ced. 
‘ yut. The judges hall be chosen by the National Convention, by the Ap- 

al Nominal, and by a Relative Majority. 

" yy. To this tribunal fhall belong a public accuser, and two afsistants, named 
by the Convention in the same manner as the judges. A commifsion of six 
members fhall also be appointed to draw up the decrees of accusation which 
may be pafsed by the Conyention, 
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yw. The jurors thall be in number twelve, and their substitutes three. They 
fhall be taken from the department of Paris until the rst of May next, an 
epoch when the electoral bodies must renew their jurors. 

vi. Crimes against general safety, afsigned heretofore to the cognizance 
of municipalities, fhall in future be judged by the revolutionary tribu-- 


nal. 
vi. There fhall be no appeal from the sentence. 
vit. Sentence pafsed in the absence of the accused ,fhall have the same 


effect as if they were present. 
1x. Persons accused who fha]l not appear within three months, fhall be 
considered as emigrants, and treated as such. 


During this state of ferment and confusion, Bournonyille, the minister at 
war, gave in a letter to the Convention, containing his resignation of that of- 
fice, and requesting permifsion to go and serve in the army on the frontiers. 
This gave occasion to violent debates, recriminations, and abuse, in the Con- 
yention. Some members proposing that the minister fhould be interroga~ 
ted as to his reasons for resigning, and others opposing it. Danton proposed 
that ministers in future fhould be chosen from among the members of the 
Convention ; but this motion fir the present was not relithed. Fnally, Bour- 
nonville’s resignation was accepted; but he was not permitted to join the ar- 
my till his accounts fhall have been pafsed. 

Some time ago Condorcet read from the Committee of Legislation a new 
plan of a constitution for France, which has been now printed, and detailed 
in all the Englifh newspapers; but which our narrow limits prevent us from 


inserting ; and which seems indeed the lefs necefsary, as it will not in all 
probability be ever carried into effect, seeing the Jacobin Club, the rulers 
of which direct every thing in France, have rejected jt. The following is an 
extract from the papers on that subject. , 


Very vehement debates have taken place amongst the Jacobins on the plan 
of a new constitution presented to France. Anthoine said, it was a master- 
piece of nonsense and treachery. Couthon complained that a clear exposition 
of the Natural Rightsof Man was not to be found in it. The principle of re- 
sistance to opprefsion was exprefsed in an absurd and most unintelligible man- 
ner. The theory of election was too complicated, and favoured the intrigues of 
the rich. Above all, he found it ridiculous to indicate a legal manner of re- 
sisting oppretsions ; as if, said he, when an afsafsin is to be got rid of, time 
ought to be allowed him to consummate his guilty designs. 

The society came to the following resolutions. YTbat they considered the 
plan of the corstitution as a pubsic calamity, axd would make leon forts to pre- 
went the adoption of it by the people. 

The society also took into consideration the means of punifhing such de- 
puties as had voted against the execution of the late king. 


This plainly discovers, that the domineering party in France with to 
have no check upon their power, even by the appearance of law; but that 
they only desire to perpetuate that bloody system of proscription and afsafsina- 
tion which they have hitherto so succefsfully employed. Some faint attempts 
have been made by means of the mob, te try if the people are yet prepared 
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to go the lengths they with, by proclaiming Egalit? regent ; but this propos 
sal was received with such marked disapprobation as to check their proceeding 
farther in that path for the present. These motions have been just 
sufficient to discover what is the ultimate object of their withes. 

Such is the present distracted state of France. The crisis now seems to be 
at hand ; and we fhould by no means be surprised, if, in our next chronicle, 
we had occasion to announce some dreadful convulsion, which has once more 
precipitated many thousands to the grave, and others to misery and wretch- 
ednefs, in that distracted country! Who does not wifh that a speedy ter- 
@ination could be put to these multiplied scenes of confusiongand disturbance! 


DoMESTIC. 


T: E levies continue to go forward with increasing alacrity; and no man 
ever saw, in Scotland at least, such a number of recruits obtained in so fhort 
a time, either for the navy or land service, as at present. The nation seems, 
indeed, to believe, almost with unanimity, that the war was unavoidable ; 
but they are as universally satisfied, that it is of great importance it fhould 
be of as fhort duration as pofsible. It is this sentiment animating every bo- 
som, which has induced almost every description of men to exert themselves 
as if the succefs of the war depended on them alone, in order that, by the 
great vigour of our arms, the contest may be rendered so unequal as to ter~ 
minate in a permanent peace almost at once. Even the members of opposi- 
tion profefs to have adopted the same principles. Administration, at the same 
time, profefses that it has no desires hostile to France. And it is to be hoped 
these profefsions are sinéere on both sides ; for if they be, the nation at large 
will forward these views with the most cordial unanimity. Never, indeed, be- 
fore did this nation seem te be so sensible of the mischievous tendency of war; 
nor was its effects ever so sensibly and so speedily felt as at present. Monied men 
have been so eager to avail themselves of the profits that they hope to derive 
from this /oert spurt of war, as it is generally supposed it will be, that they 
have called in their credits from the mercantile and manufacturing part of 
the community so rapidly as to have produced already very serious effects. 
Many bankruptcies in great banking houses, where the money was lodged 
at command, have already taken place; and more are feared. The discoun- 
ting of bills, on which the credit of our very extensive manufactures greatly 
depends, has been almost universally discontinued, which occasions an unex- 
pected scarcity of cath, that is severely felt, 2nd which, if long continued, 
wé6uld be productive of very wide and mischievous consequences. Every one, 
therefore, who feels these inconveniences, looks forward towards the termi- 
nation of the war with the most impatient anxiety; so that were admini- 
stration to avoid embracing the earliest opportunity of terminating t!.: war 
in such a manney as to insure the safety, without aggrandising the territories 





Anstorical chronicle. 
ef Britain, the popular tide would turn very quickly, and ebb with a greater 
degree of rapidity than it has flowed. 


Tn parliament nothing remarkable has occurred since our last, unlefs it be 
the opening of the budget, which took place in a Committee of Supply on 
the 11th of March, when the minister, after giving in estimates of the ex- 
pence, and stating the Ways and Means for the current year, found there 
would be a deficiency amounting to L. 2,900,000, which he proposed to raise 
by way of loan; and the bill proposed by the Attorney General, “ For the 
more effectually preventing the holding treasonable correspondence with the 
enemies of his majesty’s subjects, aiding, abetting, or comforting the said ene- 
mies.” The intention of this bill is, in the first place, to prevent Britith sub- 
jects from sending to the enemies of this country, during the continuance of 
the war, supplies of arms, ammunition, victuals, or warlike stores of any sort. 
24, To prohibit them from buying lands in France, or from vesting money in« 
the French funds. 3d, To prevent any persons from going to France, with~ 
out his majesty’s permifsion under the privy seal. 4th, To prevent any per- 
son from coming into this country from France, without certain precautions 
therein stated. And, /ast/y, To prohibit the insurance of French fthips by 
Britith subjects. ‘This bill is only announced, and has not yet been brought 
into parliament. It is a strong step; but whether the present circumstances 
of the country may not be sufficient to authorise it, we pretend not to say. 
We doubt not but administration will take care so to conduct themselves 
under its authority, as to give no just occasion for complaint. Some may think 
it has been too long delayed ; and that, now, it is like fhutting the stable 
‘door after the steed has been stolen. 

The French have made a vigorous pufh to fit out a fleet at Brest which 
sailed some days ago, and is supposed to be now cruising in the chops of the 
channel, waiting for captain Gardener’s rich convoy. It consists of seven 
thips of the line, and three frigates. By the last accounts, a fleet of nine 
fhips of the line were ready to sail from Spithead in quest of it. Should it 
be so fortunate as fall in with and beat the French squadron, it is hoped that 
circumstance would contribute much to pave the way for a speedy termina- 
tion of the war. 


MISCELLANEOUS. 


I, Ireland the Roman Catholic bill, which is meant to restore to the privi- 
leges of citizens that numerous body of men, having now nearly pafsed in 
parliament, though not without considerable opposition, seems to give very 
general satisfaction; and we would fain hope will contribute much towards 
eradicating that tendency to licentiousnefs, which has too long pervaded that 
fine country. 
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In the committee of Ways and Means, the Minister stated ‘ 500,002 #8 
what he expected to obtain from the East India Company for a renewal of 
their charter. The terms on which this renewal is to be granted, are not 
yet finally adjusted. But it is proposed, inter alia, that the Company fhould 
appropriate annually a certain tonnage of thipping for the transporting of 
Britith goods to India, at a freight much below the rate that has been hi- 
therto charged. 

News has been received of the safe arrival of captain Bligh in the West 
Indies, with a large afsortment of plants of the bread fruit tree, and other 
vegetables from the southern hemisphere, in a state of high preservation. 
This is the first expedition we know of, (the present being considered as on- 
ly the completion of captain Bligh’s first voyage,) that has been fitted out by 
any European power for the sole purpose of augmenting the happinefs and 
prosperity of mankind by a kind of traffic,—if a transporting of useful com- 
modities from one part of the world to another deserves that name, in which 
the party who makes that transportation, is to have no profit. This kind of 
intercourse is, in fact, so unusual, that it has not as yet obtained an appro- 
priated name. Our gracious sovereign has had the merit of planning and 
effecting it; and we hope he will live to see the happy effects that will re-. 
sult from it. May these be such as to induce many others to follow his 
example’ 

William, earl Mansfield, who for many years occupied the highest law de- 
partment in this country, with great honour to himself, and satisfaction to 
the public, died at Caen Wood on the 2oth instant, in the eighty-sixth year 
ef his age. He is succeeded in his titles and great wealth by his nephew, 
lord viscount Stormont, now earl Mansfield. 


Manuet, who long made such a conspicuous figure in France, has been af- 
safsinated at Montagris, his native place, to which he had lately retired, on 
finding the very violent and sanguinary dispositions of the ruling party in 
Paris. The pretext was his refusing to be inrolled as a volunteer, having 
pleaded that he was exempted from that duty by the law, he being upwards 
of forty years of age. 

It is also reported that Dumourier, on his arrival at Brufsels, imprisoned 
the commifsioners of the National Convention. It is certain that other com- 
mifsioners are appointed to superintend the army in Belgium. The intre- 
pid Danton is one of that number. The proceedings of the commifsioners 
have been so arbitrary in different places, as to occasion great complaints. 
A deputation from Strafburgh was sent to the Convention to accuse the com- 
mifsioners, who have been in consequence of that recalled. 

BourRNONVILLE having been re-elected minister at war, has agreed to 
hold that office till the month of May, at which time he says he means te 
go to fight the enemy on the frontiers. 
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Suscz our last, almost every day has produced events more disastrous to 
the ruling powers in France, than the former. Encouraged by the succefs 
of the combined armies in the Netherlands, the royalists have taken up 
arms in many parts in France; numberlefs fkirmifhes have taken place in 
various parts of the kingdom, some that might be called battles, between the 
patriots and royalists. (for such are the names afsumed by the different con- 
tending parties,) without any decided advantage on either side, each party 
telling with exultation the numbers that have been put to death; but still 
the insurgents, as the royalists are called, seem to be increasing in numbers, 
and the National Convention are daily fatigued with epplications from all 
quarters for additional supplies of troops to quell these insurgents. But the 
most formidable force of the royalists is at present in Brittany, where they 
have taken pofsefsion of all the strong posts; have got a train of artillery ; 
and are said to be in arms to the amount of forty or fifty thousand. Great 
apprehensions are entertained lest they fhould be able to obtain pofsefsion 
of Brest, and by that means call in the afsistance of Britian; for the popu- 
lar cry is there, vivent les Anglois vive le Roy, vive I aristocratic. 

So much are the ruling powers in France afraid that the Englith may 
profit by these internal commotions, that they have put a stop for near a 
fortnight past to all direct communication with Engiand, so that full eight 
days elapsed without the smallest intelligence from thence having been 
received in Britain; a communication, however, is now opened thither by 
means of the Dutch Netherlands, through which channel news will be trans- 
mitted as regularly as before, though a little more slowly ; but circumstances 
have now occurred that render it probable the usual channel of conveyance 
by Dover and Calais will soon be opened. 

Dumourier had, in our last chronicle, suffered a considerable defeat on the 
18th last, near Tirlemont. The combined armies pursuing their victories, 
obtained another decisive victory on the 22d; and on the 23d the French 
army were once more worsted, though Dumourier still kept his forces toge- 
therin retreating. Brufsels, Antwerp, Ghent, Bruges, Mons, and Ostend, suc- 
cefsively fell into the hands of the Austrians; in all which places the French 
no sooner were gone than the inhabitants received the combined armies 
with the most extravagant emotions of joy as their deliverers: At Ostend, 
where the French had conveyed a great part of tht plunder they had ob 
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tained in Brabant, intending to transport it by sea to Dunkirk, their design 
was frustrated by admiral Macbride, who commands a squadron of small 
vefsels at the Nore, and who immediately on learning this intention, sent 
afew frigates to intercept these vefsels; no sooner did they appear before 
the town, than the French in that place thought proper to retreat; and the 
inhabitants having entreated the commanding officer to send afhore some 
troops to enable them to defend the place against any chance stragglers 
who might return for the purpose of pillage, a small number of marines 
were sent on fhore, and the Britifh flag was hoisted on the walls, where 
it continued till a detachment of the Austrian army came up to relieve 
them. 

Breda and Gertrudenburgh, though now entirely cut off from having any 
communication with the French armies, were still defended by the French 
garrisons in these places, until March 26. when having received orders from 
Dumonurier to make the best terms of capitulation they could, both these 
places were delivered up to the Dutch by capitulation upon honourable 
terms’; the troops being allowed to march out with the honours of war, 
and to be safely escorted by the Dutch till they reached the French terri- 
tories. Some demurrage toak place about the Brabant corps which had 
joined them, the Dutch general at first insisting that they fhould not be 
included in the capitulation; but at length he wisely agreed that they 
fhould. 

Defeat of Custine. 

During this time, Custine having afsembled all the forces he could, at- 
tempted to make a diversion on that side, and did pufh forward a little to- 
wards Hefse Cafsel, having compelled an advanced party of Prufsians to re- 
tire with lofs. But on the tst of April he was attacked in force by the 
king of Prufsia_ near Bingen, and obliged to retreat with considerable lofs. 
General Newingin, with fifty officers and 2000 men were taken prisoners. 
The Prufsians have taken fifteen cannon, two standards, and a military chest 
containing 44,000 livres. The enemy have evacuated Worm and Openn- 
heim, and have retired towards Landau. The Prufsian army is at present em- 
ployed in blockading Mentz. 

Dumourier ever since his retreat from Brabant, has been evidently much dif- 
satisfied with the conduct of the fuling powers in France, and in particular 
he disrelifhed the conduct of the Commifsioners, whom he treated with very 
little ceremony. After his defeat on the 18th of March he wrote the fol- 
lowing letter to the minister at war. 

“ Crt1zen MINISTER, Tirlemont, March 19. 

“It is with much grief that I give you an account of the fatal check which I 
have received. You will have seen by my letters of yesterday, that my 
presumptions in that respect were too well justified. On intelligence which 


I received of the danger of Namur, and of the approach of a body of nearly 
10,000 men, who were directing their march towards Brufsels and Louvain. 
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Y thought I could not save the public cause, but by disposting the enem 
from their camp of Neervinden. yy formed the plan of an attack on the left 
wing of the enemy; the centre division attacked towards Neervinden ; and 
the Teft wing of our army, commanded by Miranda and Champmor:n, at- 
tacked towards the village of -————. The right and the centre had 
some succefs, though the infantry fell back twice, and were driven from the 
village of Neervinden; the attack on the left was unsuccefsful. The re- 
treat was made with confusion, even beyond Tirlemont, and perhaps much 
farther. Marthal Mielen, the Commandant of the artillery; was killed, and 
two general officers were wounded in this retreat, or rather flight. We have 
lost a number of men, and a great many cannon, three of which were twelve 
nders. I was ignorant of this defeat; and I was intending to make an 
attack next morning to complete the victory, when being uneasy that I re 
ceived no accounts of Miranda, and hearing it whispered that he had re- 
treated, I quitted the victorious part of the army on the approach of night, 
to get intell.zgcnce of the left. I was astonifhed on proceeding to Tirlemont, 
that I had fallen in with no corps of the army; I gave orders to Miranda 
to resume his post on the heights of Sainte-Marguerite, to cover the retreat. 
I send you, Citizen Minister, a letter from General Valence, who has been 
wounded, and who has just set out for Brufsels. 

“ Tam going to resume the camp at Louvaine, to cover Brufsels and Ma~- 
lines. I cannot conceal from you that misfortune and disorganization are 
at their height. I dread the fatal effects of this retreat in a country the in- 
habitants of which we have incensed against us by plundering and want of 
discipline. I fhall do every thing in my power to save the army, which has 
fhewn much confidence in me. I refer myself to their opinion. I fhall 
readily submit my conduct to the strictest examination, and I fhall myself 
demand a court martial to try me for what I have done, happy if the sacri- 
fice of my life can be useful to liberty. Whether I lose it in combating for 
amy country, or in consequence of being tried by it, I fear neither the judge- 
ment of my fellow citizens, nor that of posterity. 

“ You may readily judge that our lois has been considerable ; it amounts 
at least to 2000 men, I must render justice to the bravest soldiers in the 
universe, but they want experienced officers. I propose that the present mode 
of electing them may be supprefsed. This mode does not produce talents; it 
commands no confidence, and does not obtain subordination. 

(Signed) Dumourter.” 


In another letter of the 28th, addrefsed to Bournonville, he gave an account 
of the retreat of the body of the army under command of generals Neuilly 
and Ferrand, who, by the desertion of great numbers of volunteers, were 
obliged to evacuate the city of Mons, during the night of the capitulation 
of General Marafse, military Commander of Anvers, who by that method, 
though not the most honourable, yet indispensably necefsgry, saved a body 
of 10,000 men. He added, that Colonels St Clair and Thouvenot were at- 
tacked without means of defence—that pur military convoys were de- 
tained at Bruges—that he has sent forces in order to liberate those convoys== 
that he has given orders to garrison St Omer, Cambrai, and all the places on 
the line from Dunkirk to Givet. 

In these and other letters Dumourier describes the army as in a state of 
the greatest disorder, and not having provisions for more than ten days: He 
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says that the pretended succours of men from the departments of the north, 
consist only of old men and children, who, so far from being useful, serve only 
to increase the confusion and congame the provisions. He declares, that 
if order and discipline be not restored—that if “‘ty authorities, each more 
absurd than the other, continue to direct all political and military oper- 
ations, France is lost; he declares, that he, with a small number of brave 
men, would bury themselves under the ruins of their country. He affirms 
that it is impofsible for him to stop the progrefs of the enemy, who, without 
amusing themselves with sieges, may, with an army of 20,000 cavalry, lay 
waste and reduce to afhes all that part of the country which is in the neigh- 
bourhood of Paris. Dumourier concludes this melancholy representation of 
the state of affairs, with bestowing eulogiums on the clemency and modera- 
tion of the Austrians, which were entitled to the more praise, as from the 
example of cruelty and outrage which the French had exhibited, a very dif- 
ferent conduct on their part might have been expected. I, (says he,) 
have always affirmed, and I repeat it, that a Republic can only be founded 
on virtue, and that freedom can be maintained only by order and wisdom. 

These letters, conjoined with the news of succefsive defeats , and the re- 
treat of the army, occasioned great discontents, and excited much distrust 
against Dumourier and his officers. An order was ifsued to bring General 
Miranda to answer at the bar of the National Convention. Which sum- 
mons he immediately obeyed ; but on the arrival of the Commifsioners from 
Belgium, they represented the conduct of Dumouriecr in such terms as set the 
whole Convention in a blaze. 

CaMBACERES gave an account of the proceedings of the Commifsioners 
of the Executive Power. Arrived at Valenciennes, they learned that 
General Dumourier was at Tournay. They repaired thither, and found 
him with Madame Sillery, with Pamela Egalite, and Valence. He was 
surrounded with deputations from the district of Cambrai. The inter- 
view was violent. Dumourier exprefsed himself in terms of invective 
against the Jacobins. ‘“ They will ruin France, (said he,) but I will 
save it, though they fhould call me a Cwsar, a Cromwell, a Monk.” 
The Commitsioners carried the conversation no further. They departed, 
and returned next day, determined to difsemble, in order the better to dis- 
cover the extent of his views. Encouraged by their overtures, Dumourier 
no longer kept any bounds. He said that the Convention were a herd of 
ruffians, whom he all equally held in abhorrence. That all the volunteers 
were poltroons ; ‘but all their efforts would be in vain. “ As for the rest, 
(added he,) there still remains a party—the Jacobins have only to cover 
with their bodies the survivors of the royal family, and to dismifs the Con- 
vention. If the queen and her children are threatened, I wil! march to Paris; 
it is my fixed intention; and the Convention will not exist three weeks lon- 
ger.” He then details a great many questions and answers in which Dumou- 
rier is represented as speaking of the Convention in terms of the highest 
contempt, and treating the Commifsioners with the most haughty insolence. 

The Convention instantly took fire at this, and proposed that Dumourier 
fhould be put under arrest ; but before that time he had arranged matters 


with some of his officers, and carried his army back into France, where 
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he soon received intimation from his friends of tue plots laid to ruin him: 
A decree ordering him to appear at the bar was carried’ against him in 
the Convention, and Bournonville, with five of its members, accompanied by 
a Secretary, were ordered to bring him a prisoner to Paris. 

Of this he was informed before the Commiisioners reached his army, and 
took measures accordingly. 

It was the opinion of his friends, that, even independently of the intelli- 
gence he had received, the Convention, as a body, had fhewn an imbecility 
and weaknefs on almost every occasion, that proved them altogether unqua- 
lified to legislate for France, which they had brought to the brink of de- 
struction. It was agreed that means fhould be followed to imprefs the ar- 
my with proper sentiments respecting the conduct of the Convention, in nu- 
merous instances, and particularly towards their General, who had fhared 
every danger with them, whose valour they had all witnefsedjand whose 
good conduct alone had preserved them from entire destruction, and enabled 
them to make a good retreat from a country which had received them as 
friends and brothers, but which had become their enemy by the exactions 
levied by order of the Convention, and the constraints put upon their free- 
dom, after the honour of the French nation had been pledged that they 
fhould be left at tree liberty to choose their own form of government. 

The army, by the readinefs with which they agreed to support their Gene- 
ral, fhewed, that before it was proposed they were almost to a man incli- 
ned to put an end to the tyranny of the Convention. Want of individual con- 
fidence alone had prevented them from proclaiming their sentiments to each 
other before. 

The general voice was for restoring, with a few modifications, the con- 
stitution decreed by the first or constituent afsembly, wa. a limited mo- 


narchy. 
It is even believed that some of the Commifsioners themselves approved 


ofthe measure. 

When the Commifsioners, on the rst of April, reached the army, they 
were put under arrest, and sent next day with an escort to the Austrian 
army, as prisoners of war, and hostages for the safety of the royal family. 

In the letter which Dumourier sent with them to General Clairfait, he 
calls the dauphin the young king, and offers some of the frontier towns as a 
security that he would perform the promise he had made, to overthrow the 
Convention, and restore a monarchical government.——The following letter puts 


this transaction beyond a-doubt. 


Copy of a letter from bis Excellency General Clairfait te M. Comte Starenberg, 

imperial minister at the Hague, dated Tournay, April 2. 

“ T lose not 2 moment in communicating to your Excellency what M. 
Dumourier has just written to me, when he sent to our camp eight or nine 
prisoners this morning, four of whom, with General Bournonville, he says, 
were specially commiuisioned by the National Convention to arrest and con- 
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duct him 2 prisoner to their bar, and, on any resistance on the part of Du- 
mourier, to have him afsafsinated on the road :—“ Bur (adds the writer,) 
“ J bave been before band with them, in securng these commifsioners and their de- 
puties as MY prisoners.” These he has sent under a strong escort to the 
Prince de Coburg, after having _— seals on their papers, &-. 

“ M. Dumourier transmitted me at the same time the inclosed list of 
the prisoners, and concludes by saying, “ That he was that instant about 
to move with this trusty part of his army, in order to destroy all those who 
may further o themselves to the oe of France, and to give to 
that distracted kingdom permanent peace tranquillity.’ 


* I have the honour to be your Excellency’s, &c. 
Crarrralt.” 


List of prisoners referred to above: Bournonville, a General in the army, 
and War Minister. Memoire, a captain of Hufsars, his aid-du-camp. Ville- 
sure, Secretary Commifsioner of the War Office, Camus,—Lamarque,— 

uinette,—- Henri Brucal, ditto.—Faucard, Secretary of the Commifsion. 
hese prisoners have been since lodged in the citadel of Maistrecht. 

It is believed that Dumourier marched directly for Paris, and that Valen- 
ciennes and Lille are put into the pofsefsion of the Austrians, who are said 
to wait there in readinefs to act as occasion fhall seem to require. 

It has. been confidently reported that Dumourier was fired upon by some 
unknown person among his own troops, and narrowly escaped being fhot, on 
which he went off with a single regiment of horse, as was supposed, to join 
the Austrian army. It now appears that he joined the Austrians at Mons, 
accompanied with young Eca.ire, who has now afsumed the title of the 
duke of Chartres. Dumourier, though deserted by his own army, proposes 
still to raise another army of royalists in France: but whether he may not 
here also be disappointed a little time will fhow. 

A better idea may be obtained of the present state of mens minds, and 
the actual state of things in Paris from the proceedings of the Convention, 
and Clubs, than from any accounts transmitted by individuals. The follow- 
ing particulars are selected with that view; and exhibit a most striking 
picture of the horrible state of desperation that there prevails. 


National Convention— March 30th. 

Dantron—* The patriots are opprefsed by the aristocracy. It is meant 
to murder them, by making the people believe that they have been tamper- 
ing in Dumourier’s plot. (He was interrupted by a vehement agitation in 
the Conventics:, and afterwards proceeded )—You reproach me, you who sit 
on the mountain, with not exerting all the energy of character which nature 
hath bestowed upon me. You accuse me of weaknefs. Very well! I con- 
fefs my error, and I proclaim before all France that those who through stu- 
pidity or weaknefs meant to withdtaw the tyrant from the sword of 
ghe law, are the same men who indulge in the insolent practice of calumny. 
{am reproached with not repairing to the Committee at the moment of my 
return from Belgium—How could I?—-Overpowered with fatigue, after paf- 
sing several nights without rest, was it not natural to yield to this first call ? 
Scarcely had I obtained a few hours of repose, when I repaired to the Com- 
mittee, and I call to witnels all who were present what were my first words. 
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“ Dumourier must be watched, Dumourier is a traitor, Dumourler bas said 

that the Convention consists of four bundred fools, led by three bundred ruffons bn 

“ But Dumourier withes for a king, and Danton is suspected of having 
been his partner in this audacious, this criminal idea —Danton, who, if I may 
say so, led the tyrant to the scaffold. But let us cease to impute to inno- 
cence a crime, of which those only who had the wickednefs to keep terms 
with Louis can alone be reasonably suspected,—those who endeavoured to 
exasperate Dumourier against the popular societies—those who withed to 
punifh the fivism of Paris, by arming the departments against it—those 
who at clandestine suppers concerted plans of conspiracy with him. I defy 
the traitor to produce a single line of mine that can compromise me with 

i If he can, let my head pay the forfeit.” He concluded with propo- 
sing to levy fifty thousand men for the protection of Paris; and that the 
commifsion above decreed fhould take cognizance of il the deputies since 
the opening of the Convention, and of all publications against the unity of 
the Republic, &c. 

OssELIn, from the Committee of Surveillance, announced that a great 
number of deserters were flocking to Paris. He read a declaration of the 
Commandant of the light cavalry of Calvados, denouncing Dumourier 
and his aid du camp Baptiste, formerly his valet de chambre. The Con- 
vention pafsed a decree for apprehending at the barriers of Paris all mili- 
tary men who fhould not produce leave of absence. 

Decree that Baptiste be put under arrest. 

Commune of Paris. 

On the 25th of March, Chaumet informed the Council General of the 
Commune'that the prisoners in the Temple being afked if they had any 
complaint to make against the pe who attended them, said that 
they had great reason to be satisfied"with the conduct of the Commii- 
sioners in the Tower; and that they wifhed only for a door of com- 
munication between their apartments. A person was appointed’to ex- 
amine whether or not this request could be granted. On the 26th, 
one of the Commifsioners accused his colleagues of conversing familiarly 
with the prisoners; and onthe 1st of April, the Council General ordered that 
none of the Commifsioners at the Temple thould hold familar conversation 
with the prisoners, nor execute any commifsion for them; that two Com- 
mifsioners fhould be constantly with them; that no Commifsioner fhould 
read or receive any letters from them, which had not been previously read 
to the Council of the Temple ; and that when the prisoners fhould walk on 
the platform of the tower, they fhould always be accompanied by three Com- 
mifsioners and the Commandant of the post. 


The ciubs now exercise both the legislative and executive functions of go- 
vernment, and while they dictate to the deliberations of the Convention, if- 
sue their mandates with all the imperiousnefs of constituted authorities. In 
the club of the CorpELrERs, it was resolved on the 26th of March that Du- 
MOURIER and the other commanders of the army fhould be brought to Pa- 
ris in order to be tried ; “ and if, (cried some of those present,) they escape 
the tribunal, they fhall not escape us, 


Sitting of the Facthins —March 25. 

A violent debate arose on the question, Whether the Society ought not 
to send Commifsioners chosen from its 6bwn members to accompany those of 
the Convention into the departments ? : 

BenTaBoLeE communicated to the Society the bad news received from 
Belgium; 800 million of expences, and 150,000 men conducted to 
slaughtes. These are the fruits of all our conquest in the Netherlands. 
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An administrator of the department of Deauxl Severes, after mention 
ing the troubles by which the territories of the Republic are desolated, 
cried out, * Rise! your enemies are in the midst of you—crufh them, or 
they will crufh you! The people can only save themselves. Let them 
then—it is time !—Remember the roth of August—March ! You have nota 
moment to lose.” 

HERsERT.—“ The counter revolution is in the Convention. Your Legis- 
lators are your tyrants—they are in concert with the Generals and the Ex- 
ecutive power. Let the people then rise. The Convention, instead of 
saving, mean to betray us.” [Several voices from the galleries here cried 
out, No more quarter—let us rise and strike !] 

Another member.—Let us proceed to the Convention Let the Mountain 
be in force, and let them say to the people, here are your friends—there are 
your tyrants. ‘This insurrection must be the last, tor such fhocks exhaust 
the machine ; the blood of your enemies must run in large streams. At the 
same hour,on the same day, in all the towns, in all the villages, all the 
hamlets, and all the cottages throughout the kingdom, the heads of conspi- 
rators must rollin the dust.”—Applauded with much transport. 

March 27. 

RosERS?PIERRE.—“. The only means of saving ourselves are to declare 
war against our enemies, as they have declared war against us. Let us re- 
member the roth of August. Let us not go to afk the Convention whether 
it will save us—Yes, it will, but we must second it. I propose then, that 
all foreigners be banifhed—all the agents of the cabinets of Vienna and 
Berlin—all suspected persons.—You will afk me how they are to be disco- 
vered? Let a Revolutionary Committee, composed ofavarm patriots, be es- 
tablifhed in each Section. Banifh, from these Sp€tions all the ci-dewant 
nobles, priests, @c.”"—Applauded. 

Several members proposed different measures of general safety, but all 
agreed on the necefsity of a new insutrection. 

Borsset.— As the law is not executed, the people must do justice to 
themselves.” 

March 31. 

Marat.—* Act with energy and courage. Behaye like a true republi- 
can. DoasI fhall do. Ifthe enemy enter France, I thali draw my poign- 
ard and fall upon the traitors. [Here Marat drawing a dagger from his bo- 
som, brandithed it in his hand.] JI am determined to die rather than bend 
the knee. The despair of liberty will give me death. I propose that a 
considerable number. of such arms fhall be manufactured and given to all 
citizens of known patriotism, who are not aquainted with military evoluti- 
ons. Let us set on foot a subscription for this purpose. I myself thall make 
the first sacrifice to it.”"—-This was adopted, and the subscription agreed 
to. © 

April 1. 

RoseRsP-ERRE made a long speech onthe conduct of Dumou- 
rier, and mentioned the dangers to which liberty was exposed ; but which, 
however, he observed, would appear more glorious after the severe proofs 
to which it had been put. ‘“ Some speak of giving you a king, (said he,} 
but it is not known that the fairest laurels which bind your brows, were 
plucked from the grave of the last of the Capets? and certainly no one will 
vear fcom you that mark of triumph, but with your lives.”—He concluded 
with moving, that.ail the members of the family of Capet, as well as all the 
ci-devant robles and priests, fhould be expelled.— Adopted. 
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MISCELLANEOUS. 


i T now appears that the French squadron returned to Brest on the 2d 
inSt, after having suffered considerable damage in a storm, without ha- 
ving made a single capture, or effected any of the other objects intended 
by it. 

Admiral Goodal has captured and carried into Gibraltar above a dozen 
of vefsels, nearly half of them*French West Indiamen of great value. 

Our cruisers continue to be succefsful in picking up privateers,—almost 
the only French vefsels that are to be found in the narrow seas. Captain 
Cochrane of the Hinde brought in no lefs than four of these to Portsmouth at 
one time. 

Nothing remarkable has occurred in parliament since our last; unlefs it 
be the debates on the alien bill, which has been opposed with much energy 
in all its stages. It has at length got through the House of Commons with 
several amendments. 

The negociation with the East India Company respecting a tenewal of their 
charter is not yet terminated. It seems at present as if the plan proposed by 
Mr Dundas would be agreed to. 

Spain seems now to be determined to prosecute the war against France. A 
powerful army has already begun to march into the southern provinces of 
that kingdom. If our accounts can be relied on, the common people in 
Spain are much exasperated against the French, and treat them with great 
harfhnefs. 

Sweden has fitted out a fleet of considerable strength to cruise in the Baltic, 
for the purpose, it is said, of protecting her own trade. An ambafsador has 
been dispatched from France; with the avowed intention of inducing that nation 
to act with them. Ifthe cautious regent fhall decline to do this, it is said 
the French mean to confiscate all the Swedifh vefsels in the ports of 
France. 

Congrefs at Antwerp. 

A congrefs was held at Antwetp, on the 8th inst. which was composed ot 
the following persons. 

The prince of-Orange and his two sons, . 

The Dutch Pensionary Van der Speigel, 


His royal higlinefs the Duke of York, 

Lord Auckland, 

His royal highnefs the prince de Saxe Cobourg 

Count Metternich, 

The count de Staremberg, 

‘The count Mercy d’Argenteéau, 

The Prufsian, Spanith, and Neapolitan ministers, residént at the Hague. 

The object was to settle a general plan for the prosecution of the war ; 
and, as Dumourier’s defection had produced no material alterations, to deter 
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mune whether the combined armies fhould again attempt the invasion of 
France, or confining the French within their own frontier, and cutting them 
of from external communication, leave the restoration of monarchy to the 
efforts of the royalists within the kingdom, and the natural progrefs of dis- 
content arising from distrefs among the people. 

The ill succefs of the campaign of last year had taught the Austrians and 
Prufsians the difficulties that must attend entering France; and produ- 
ced declarations, that it was not their intention to dictate a form of 
government for the French, but ta prevent the effects of those licen- 
tious principles which tended to the subversion of every establifhed go- 
vernment. 

By the congrefs, however, it was resolved to commence a plan of active 
operations against France, and instead of the chimerical project of march- 
ing directly to Paris, to besiege at once as many as pofsible of the strong 
places on the frontier, which will block up or call off the greatest part of the 
republican troops from the interior of the kingdom, and leave the royalists 
within it without much opposition. If these places fall, they will be immedi- 
utely occupied by the troops of the combined powers, and serve as points to 
act from according to circumstances, while the fleets of England, Holland, 
and Spain are to form a chain of cruisers round the coast, veal to favour the 
royalists wherever they appear, and to cut off all supplies by sea, as the armies 
will do by land. 

We know for certain, that the preparations for embarking our cavalry and 
other régiments destined for foreign service, were suspended en Monday, but 
these orders have been recalled, and the most vigorous exertions are now 
taking to get ready their accoutrements, and the transports in which they 
are to embark. A descent on the French coast is supposed to be medi- 


tated. 
The cefsation of hostilitics with the French is of course broken off. General 


Valence, who had availed himself of it, had gone to Antwerp, where he is 
now, to recover of his wounds. 
; ’ Support of the private credit. 

The inconveniencies to mercantile people and manufacturers arising from 
the want of credit continue to increase, and. many bankruptcies in conse~ 
quence of that have already taken place, and seem to threaten more. The 
magistrates of Liverpool have applied to parliament for an act to authorise 
them, under certain limitations, to support the credit of the banking houses 
there. And at Newcastle the inhabitants at large have adopted a measure 
equally liberal and salutary for supporting the credit of the banking houses 


there, which ought to be preserved to posterity as an honourable and charac« 


teristical trait of the spirit of the times. * 


A general meeting of the gentlemen, merchants, tradesmen, and inhabi- 
tants of Newcastle having been summoned on the gth of April, to deliberate 
on the mest effectual means of supporting the credit of the banking houses 
there on the present excefsive run upon them; a committee of fifteen was 
2ppointed to inform themselves of the selection’of the banks, and to report 
tothe meeting. ‘The followimg was the result. 


“Fae 
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The report of the Committee, eeeT hia 


We, your Committee, proceed with satisfaction to report what we have 
dorie in the execution of the important duty committed to us, because we 
have found in the funds of the respective banks of Ridley, Cookson and Co.— 
Surtees, Burdon, and Co. — Baker, Hedley, and Co. — and Lambton and Co. 
a stability beyond our most sanguine expectations. 

These funds appeared so substantial, and so effective, that we found much 
difficulty in prevailing upon ourselves to accept the offer of those gentlemen, 
to pledge specifically their-respective private real and personal estates, for 
the fulfilment of their banking engagements. But the offer was made with 
so much earnestnefs, that we have incorporated that measure into the plan 
we have to submit to your consideration. 

Our inquiries were directed to the ascertaining with precision the amount 
of the paper ifsued by these banks, and now in circulation; and we learned 
that it did not exceed in the whole, two hundred and thirty thousand pounds; 
a sum which bears a small proportion to the amount of their funds. Adver- 
ting to.their private fortunes, we found in them a security almost without 
limit. . 
_ Insuch circumstances, we deem the plan about to be proposed necefsary, 
only because at such a juncture as the present, nothing ought to be omitted 
that may remove from the most distrustful, every particle of doubt and sus- 

icion. 

: With this view, we suggest the propriéty of all who are any way con- 
nected with the landed or commercial interests of this town and the ad- 
Joining counties, entering into a guarantee for the space of twelyemonths, 
securing to the holders of the votes of these banks the full sum due upor 
them. It is our idea that every gentleman fhould name the sum for which 
he will be answerable, and that proper persons fhould be authorised to call 
for the sums subscribed, or any part of them, if ever they fhould be neceé- 
sary, to aid the funds of the banks; which, we confefs, to us appears hardly 
polsible. We have explained this branch of our plan, by preparing a sub- 
scription paper, signing it, and by adding, opposite to our names, the sums 
-we are ready to advance, if called upon. It is intended that this subscripti- 
on fhall be kept open until it amounts to L. 230,000, the whole value of the 
notes in circulation ; and that the gentlemen to whom this authority is com- 
mittea, fhall be of the highest respectability; and to them fhall be given 
by the bankers that pledge of their private fortunes which they so honoura- 
bly propose. ' 

We with to recommend to these gentlemen, not to resume their busineis 
till some day in the ensuing week, by which time it is evident to us that 
they will be fully enabled to answer every poisible demand; and in the 
mean time, to ifsue such cafh as may be necefsary to answer the demands of 
,all who are employed in the coal works and manufactories. 

The proprietors of the Commercial Bank having stated to the public 
meeting yesterday, that it was not their intention to continue bankers; and 
having given the strongest afsurances of their ability to answer every de- 
mand upon them, we did not think it necefsary to examine particularly the 
state of their debts and credits; but we wifh to recommend it strongly to 
the other bankers, that as soon as pofsible, every proper aid be given to that 
house to enable them to liquidate their atfairs with the utmost dispatch. 

We cannot conclude this report, without exprefsing-ourselves highly sa- 
tisied with the conduct of the gentlemen of the four banks who gave us a 
meeting, and who, with that opennefs and liberality becoming men consci- 
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ous of their integrity, afforded us the fullest information concerning theif 
circumstances and transactions. 

James Rudman, chairman St. Pemberton 

Tho. Cha. Bigge Sam. Lawton 

Henry U. Reay Nath. Clayton 

John Graham Clarke Ralph Heron 

A. Adams Malin Soribie 

Walter Hall Anth. Hood 

T. E. Headlam John E. Blackett 

Wm. Darnell 

In conseqyence of this, the proposed guarantee was immediately. entered 
into by the gentlemen present, and the sums subscribed before six o’clock in 
the evening amounted to°-Turee HuNDRED AND TWENTY-TWo THOUSAND 
Two HunpREp PounDs. 

Two regiments of emigrant French are to be raised in England, to consist 
of 1200; the duke d’Harcourt is to command one, and the marquis de Choi- 
seul the other. They will embark from this country to act with the French 

«princes the moment they are completed. 

The duke of Richmond has introduced in the Sufsex militia the round bat, 
which the artillery have taken by his Grace’s recommendation. The effect 
is, thatthis corps has an appearance lefs smart than that of any other regi- 
ment in the kingdom. :' 

By private letters from Brufsels, we learn that generals Miranda, Lanoue, 
and Stingen have been executed at Paris. 

Five thousand persons, most of them of rank, had been seized in conse- 
quence of the late decree of the Convent:on. Amongst them are many 
women of high rank. They are doomed to fall victims to the sanguinary 
disposition of the ruling faction in Paris ; we may expect to be soon fhock- 
ed by the horrid detail of another mafsacre. 

The fhips in the harbour of Bourdeax, laden with corn, which had been 
seized on the commencement of the war, have been since permitted to take 
in their cargoes and depart . 

East India House§W ednesday April 3. A general court of proprietors was con- 
vened on speciai affairs, when a much greater number of stockholders were 
present than on any former recent occasion. As soon as the Chairman and 
Court of Directors were seated, the clerk read a papersent by the courtin . 
reply to the resolutions communicated to the Chairman by Mr Dundas, which 
cousisted of a long detail of observations upon the several resolutions, respec- 
tively couched in terms of great acutenef$, and propriety, and pointed: of 
application. As soon as the paper was read, Mr Baring (the chairman) pro- 
duced a resolution, which he submitted to the opinion and decision of the 
general court. Its purport was, to declare their approbation vf the answer gi- 
ven by the Court of Directors to Mr Dundas, on the subject of the resolutions 
communicated by him, as the resolutions which that Right Honourable 
Gentleman intended to submit to the House of Commons, ‘as the terms on 
which the legislature might in his judgement agree to grant to the Company 
a new charter, securing to them a continuance of their exclusive trade for 
the period of twenty years. 

This motion, after a conversation of some length, was agreed to unani- 
mously. 

Some resolutions were then moved and pafsed respecting the future ré- 
gulations of shipping, &c. After which the court adjourned, the chairmaa 
observing, that from the urgency of their affairs, he might probably very™ 
soon have occasion to call another meeting. 
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